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	General requirements
	Legislation
	Regulation

	The Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 protects drinking water systems which are the sole or principal drinking water source for an area and which, if contaminated, would create a significant hazard to public health.
	Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 201, 300f et seq., and 21 U.S.C. 349)
	40 CFR Part 149

	Reference

	https://www.hudexchange.info/environmental-review/sole-source-aquifers 




1. Does your project consist solely of acquisition, leasing, or rehabilitation of an existing building(s)?
☐Yes   Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below.

☐No  	Continue to Question 2.

2. Is the project located on a sole source aquifer (SSA)[footnoteRef:1]?  [1:  A sole source aquifer is defined as an aquifer that supplies at least 50 percent of the drinking water consumed in the area overlying the aquifer. This includes streamflow source areas, which are upstream areas of losing streams that flow into the recharge area.] 

☐No   Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide documentation used to make your determination, such as a map of your project (or jurisdiction, if appropriate) in relation to the nearest SSA and its source area. 

☐Yes   Continue to Question 3.

3. Does your region have a memorandum of understanding (MOU) or other working agreement with EPA for HUD projects impacting a sole source aquifer? 
Contact your Field or Regional Environmental Officer or visit the HUD webpage at the link above to determine if an MOU or agreement exists in your area.
☐Yes  	Provide the MOU or agreement as part of your supporting documentation. Continue to Question 4.

☐No  	Continue to Question 5.

4. Does your MOU or working agreement exclude your project from further review? 
☐Yes   	Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide documentation used to make your determination and document where your project fits within the MOU or agreement.

☐No  	Continue to Question 5.

5. Will the proposed project contaminate the aquifer and create a significant hazard to public health?
Consult with your Regional EPA Office.  Your consultation request should include detailed information about your proposed project and its relationship to the aquifer and associated streamflow source area.  EPA will also want to know about water, storm water and waste water at the proposed project.  Follow your MOU or working agreement or contact your Regional EPA office for specific information you may need to provide.  EPA may request additional information if impacts to the aquifer are questionable after this information is submitted for review.

☐No  	Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide your correspondence with the EPA and all documents used to make your determination. 

☐Yes  	Work with EPA to develop mitigation measures. If mitigation measures are approved, attach correspondence with EPA and include the mitigation measures in your environmental review documents and project contracts. If EPA determines that the project continues to pose a significant risk to the aquifer, federal financial assistance must be denied. Continue to Question 6.

6. In order to continue with the project, any threat must be mitigated, and all mitigation must be approved by the EPA. Explain in detail the proposed measures that can be implemented to mitigate for the impact or effect, including the timeline for implementation. 








  	Continue to the Worksheet Summary below. Provide documentation of the consultation (including the Managing Agency’s concurrence) and any other documentation used to make your determination. 

[bookmark: _Toc353375484]






Worksheet Summary 
[bookmark: _Toc353375485]Compliance Determination
Provide a clear description of your determination and a synopsis of the information that it was based on, such as:
· Map panel numbers and dates
· Names of all consulted parties and relevant consultation dates
· Names of plans or reports and relevant page numbers
· Any additional requirements specific to your region











[bookmark: _Toc353375488]Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
☐ Yes
☐ No 

