
Does an exception in 24 
CFR 55.12(c) apply? Y

N

Project complies 
with Part 55.

Is there a SFHA or 500-
year floodplain on the 
project site?

N
Project complies 
with Part 55.

Y

Is there a floodway or 
coastal high hazard area on 
the project site?

Y

Project cannot proceed at this 
location unless an exception in 
24 CFR 55.12(c) applies. 

Does an exception in 24 
CFR 55.12(b) apply?

N

Y

Project is in compliance with 
Part 55 without completing 
the 8-Step Process.

N

Does an exception in 24 
CFR 55.12(a) apply?

N

Complete the 8-Step Process as 
described in 24 CFR 55.20. 

Y

Complete the 5-Step Process 
(skip steps 2, 3, and 7 of the
8-Step Process)

Part 55 Floodplain Management Compliance: Critical Actions
This flowchart applies to critical actions. Critical actions are those activities where even a slight risk of flooding would 
be too great, because of the potential loss of life or injury to persons, or damage to property. Critical actions include 
hospitals, nursing homes, fire and police stations, and roads providing sole egress from flood-prone areas. 
For definitions, regulations, and more information, go to https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/floodplain-management/  




