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Opening Doors: Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness set a bold
and audacious goal to end Veteran homelessness in the United States before the end
of 2015. Over the last three years, the Obama Administration and our partners in
states and communities across the country have achieved a 24 percent decrease in
homelessness among Veterans, during a time when our country was facing the worst
recession since the Great Depression. Several communities, such as Phoenix, Salt
Lake City, Houston, New Orleans and others are already on track to meet or beat
this goal. On June 4, 2014, as part of the Joining Forces initiative, First Lady Michelle
Obama announced that a growing coalition of mayors, governors, and county
officials are committed to ending Veteran homelessness in their communities by the
end of 2015, and called on additional mayors and local leaders to join this effort.
Through the Mayors Challenge to End Veteran Homelessness, mayors and other state and local leaders
across the country will marshal Federal, local, and nonprofit efforts to end Veteran homelessness in their
communities. Ending Veteran homelessness means reaching the point where there are no Veterans sleeping
on our streets and every Veteran has access to permanent housing. Should Veterans become homeless or be
at-risk of becoming homeless, communities will have the capacity to quickly connect them to the help they
need to achieve housing stability. When those things are accomplished, our nation will achieve its goal.
To aid the mayors in pursuit of the goal of ending homelessness among Veterans, the Federal government
has provided resources and enforced programs to strengthen our country’s homeless assistance programs.
These resources and reforms, when implemented in local communities, can include:
• Using a Housing First approach, which removes barriers to help Veterans obtain permanent housing
as quickly as possible, without unnecessary prerequisites;
• Prioritizing the most vulnerable Veterans, especially those experiencing chronic homelessness, for
permanent supportive housing opportunities, including those created through the HUD-VASH
program;
• Coordinating outreach efforts to identify and engage every Veteran experiencing homelessness and
focusing outreach efforts on achieving housing outcomes;
• Targeting rapid re-housing interventions, including those made possible through the Department
of Veterans Affairs’ Supportive Services for Veteran Families program, toward Veterans and their
families who need shorter-term rental subsidies and services in order to be reintegrated back into our
communities;
• Leveraging housing and services that can help Veterans who are ineligible for some of the VA’s
programs get into stable housing;
• Increasing early detection and access to preventive services so at‐risk Veterans and their families
remain stably housed; and
• Closely monitoring progress toward the goal, including the success of programs in achieving
permanent housing outcomes.

To publicly commit to ending Veteran homelessness in your community and learn more
about joining the Mayors Challenge, send an email to mayorschallenge@hud.gov and visit
http://bit.ly/mayorschallenge.
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