Department of Housing and Urban Development CoC GIS Toolkit for Communities - Overview
Data Overview and Guidelines for Use

Disclaimer:  The datasets presented in HUD’s GIS toolkit originate from a variety of sources and scales, and therefore will have different levels of measurement accuracy.  The data are provided for informational purposes only and should not be considered suitable for high-precision measurements, calculations or quantitative analysis, or any other mission critical uses that might require highly accurate measurements of the earth's surface.  Users who identify a need for such uses should consult a GIS professional to create accurate analyses specific to the user’s needs.
Some of the data provided for use by community providers is governed by ESRI’s licensing agreement for Standard (Free) Service Collections.  The web-based data may be used and reproduced for educational and non-commercial purposes only.  It is the user’s responsibility to understand and comply with all ESRI licensing requirements, which can be found at: 
ESRI Online Terms of Use
Introduction
The HUD web tool makes available a variety of ‘live’ GIS data to communities through the use of ESRI’s free GIS data viewer, ArcReader.  Users should download the ArcReader application from ESRI’s website (for best results, download ArcReader version 10.6) and follow the instructions in the quick start guide to install the ArcReader application and set up the HUD project data for the state(s) of their choice.
Data contained in the HUD GIS tool for ArcReader is of two types, statewide datasets stored on the user’s local machine (these are contained in the project data file that you downloaded from the HUD Exchange website), and two online datasets that provide aerial imagery and background street maps (these require an internet connection).
Software Guide
ESRI’s ArcReader is an intuitive software tool for interacting with the HUD’s GIS Data for CoCs. Users can learn a great deal about how to operate the ArcMap software by simply experimenting with the map.  Users cannot damage or the alter map data in any way from within the ArcReader application.
This document points out some of the basic functions that will be of interest to community providers, however the ArcReader application has many capabilities and functions that are beyond the scope of this document.  ESRI provides comprehensive documentation and tutorial data for users to familiarize themselves with ArcReader.  Users should visit the ESRI support website for answers to any specific questions on how to operate the ArcReader software:
ESRI ArcReader Documentation: Arc Reader Overview
First time users will find the following sub-sections of the ArcReader Overview to contain documentation for usage of the most basic features of the ArcReader application needed to get started (use the left hand navigation pane to explore the sub-topic details) :
ESRI ArcReader Documentation: Using the Table of Contents
ESRI ArcReader Documentation: Moving Around on the Map
ESRI ArcReader Documentation: Searching and Querying the Map
HUD Provided Datasets
The HUD provided datasets are always available to the user and consist of several statewide datasets.  Each dataset has associated table data that can be explored using the ArcReader Identify tool (please see the ArcReader documentation and tutorial data discussed in the Software Guide section above).  Some of the fields available in the table data for each dataset are internal data fields that will not be of interest to users.  The appendix lists the table data contents for each dataset.
2017 Continuum of Care Boundaries – The 2017 CoC Boundary dataset depicts the boundaries of all CoCs in a given state based on the geography claimed for the Continuum in the 2017 registration.  The associated table data contains information on the 2017 HUD Final Pro-Rata Need and status for each geocode.
ACS Block Group Data (2012-2016 5-Year Estimates) – The ACS dataset depicts 2012-2016 5-year estimates for selected tables (see ACSMetadata2016.xls, included with this toolkit) at the block-group level.  The ACS geography data is perhaps the most complicated and detailed dataset in the HUD provided GIS data, and care must be taken to ensure that users understand how to interpret these data.  To gain a detailed understanding of each of the included tables as well as their usage and data caveats, users will need to refer to The 2011-16 ACS 5-year Summary File Technical Documentation, available from the US Census Bureau website at: https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/summary_file/2016/documentation/tech_docs/2016_SummaryFile_Tech_Doc.pdf.
County Boundaries – the County Boundaries dataset depicts generalized state-wide county boundaries for the state in question.
2017 HUD Geocode  & Preliminary Pro-Rata Need – the HUD Geocode & Preliminary Pro Rata-Need dataset depicts the 2017 HUD Geocode Universe that CoCs claim on their competition application.  The associated table data contains information on the 2017 HUD PPRN for each geocode.
2017 Housing Inventory Count (HIC) datasets– these data depict utilization rates for each of four Program Types; Emergency Shelter, Transitional Housing, Safe Haven and Permanent Housing (includes PSH, DEM, OPH and RRH programs) by geocode.  The associated table data contains detailed summary information from the 2017 HIC including bed type, population served and sheltered PIT count.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Web Based Datasets from the ESRI Standard Collection
Supplementary aerial imagery and road data are provided through an internet connection.  In the event that the user’s computer is not connected to the internet, or occasionally when the ESRI servers that provide the data connection are unavailable, the ArcReader software will pop up a dialog box indicating that that the web based data services are temporarily unavailable.  Users may dismiss the warning dialog and continue to use the HUD provided datasets as normal.  When the internet connection is restored, users can simply click the RELOAD option under File->Reload to restore the web based supplementary data.
World Streetmap – The streetmap dataset provides generalized road data and landmark names to the user.  This dataset is only visible at scales of 1:250,000 or larger.
World Imagery – The imagery data is composed of satellite and aerial photography that provides additional context for identifying points of interest.  This dataset is 40% transparent to allow users to see additional data layered ‘underneath’ and is only visible at scales of 1:50,000 or larger.
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