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HMIS NOFA 
Q:  Are grant agreements for the HMIS NOFA coming soon? Is start date still to be September 1? 
A: They are coming soon but it will not be a September 1st start date. 
 

DV Bonus / Human Trafficking NOFA 
Q: Can grantees under the human trafficking NOFA use the same comparable database as the DV bonus 
grantees? 
A: Recipients and subrecipients must follow the confidentiality provisions of VAWA. This means that each 
will need to have their own Comparable Database. 
 
Q: Is there a standard for determining the DV database is comparable? 
A: "A comparable database must be a relational database that meets all HMIS data standards and the 
minimum standards of HMIS privacy and security requirements. It also must be able to produce the .csv 
files required by HUD.”  HUD is developing a Comparable Database Software Vendor Capacity Checklist 
based on the HMIS Software Vendor Capacity Checklist to help CoCs. Until then, when assessing the 
comparable database, the best thing to do is apply the HMIS standards and if compliance issues are 
found, work with the VSP to understand what needs to change and how that might be done. 
 

FY2020 Data Standards / Programming Specifications 
Q: Data standards are FY2020 and our report period is FY2019...so will FY2020 be retroactive to current 
LSA reporting year? 
A: The report will be run after 10/1, so it needs to accommodate the data structure that is in place after 
that date. 
 
Q: If my community has CAPERs due on 9/30, should we wait for Sept 1 before submitting? 
A: No need to wait. You can submit it any time before the deadline! 
 
Q: When will the new APR be available in our software? 
A: All vendors (HMIS & Comparable Software) have received the updated specifications for these reports. 
The expectation is that the new version of the report will be available in all HMIS on 10/1. You may want 
to confirm with your vendor if you are concerned. 
 
Q: Doesn't the requirement for an APR depend on the funding source for CE? 
A: Correct. CoC-funded CE projects are required to submit an APR. 
 
Q: When will specs on the new CES APR be released? 
A: The plan is to release them in October 2019 but they wouldn't become effective until October 2020. 

 
Inventory 
Q: How often are RRH bed inventory expected to be updated in a year, given that capacity/utilization 
changes often? 
A: Annually at minimum. There is not an expectation to address fluctuations day to day. However, if your 
project receives an increase in funding that allows you to expect to serve more households, then you 
should update inventory to reflect that. 
 
Q: Can you confirm that it's ok to change inventory during the year so the dates would be during but not 
exactly match the LSA dates? 
A: You should change inventory records to reflect the actual date when the change occurs. 



 
Q: If a project has an end date but we forgot to put an end date on the inventory, will that inventory still be 
included in the LSA data? 
A: No. A project end date prior to the report period nullifies inclusion in the LSA at all. 
 

Stella P 
Q: Will the next LSA submission include street outreach, SO and OPH data?  
A: No. We would love to move in that direction, but we need to get a lot more precision and comfort with 
the data we are currently collecting. 
 
Q: How do we get data into Stella? 
A: Here is a brief 2-pager document on how to prepare your LSA files for Stella: 
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5829/preparing-lsa-files-for-stella-p/  
 
Q: Is there a way for people who don't have access to HDX2 to see stella with a link? 
A: Not at this time.  
 
Q: Will Stella point out specific client records with missing data, or just summary 
A: Stella provides aggregate level data, not project or client specific. 
 
Q: SIs there a plan to add export to pdf rather than just excel 
* Stephanie Reinauer, Abt Associates: We are considering export options for future enhancements. You 
can export data panels to PDF, but the insights currently only export to Excel. 
 
Q: Is there a way to export all your Stella reports all at once rather than one at a time? 
A: Not at this time. We are considering an enhancement. 
 
Q: Can Stella allow access for partial CoC submissions so that we can use the visualization for project or 
subregion use?  
A: Stella is a visualization of the LSA dataset. To view Stella for a subset of a CoC or multiple CoC’s, you 
will need to generate and upload LSA files for the desired geography or subpopulation.  
For a subset of the CoC: select the projects within the region and run the LSA report for all clients served 
within these projects.  
For multiple CoCs or Statewide data: The CoCs would need to combine data into a single dataset (like a 
common statewide HMIS where the system administrator can pull statewide reports or a multi-CoC HMIS 
data warehouse) and generate the LSA file on the combined client data.   
Check with your HMIS Administrator for more information. 
 


