
HMIS Lead / Sys Admin – Q&A 
Questions from 4/15/20 Webinar 

For any questions that were not addressed on the webinar, or if there are specifics questions to your own systems, 
please submit an HMIS AAQ to receive a thorough answer: https://www.hudexchange.info/program-support/my-
question/ 
 
Q: Is the ESG-CV funding is subject to the same data collection requirements as regular ESG funding? 
A: ESG-CV will be tracked in HMIS and will closely follow current ESG collection and reporting requirements.  
There may be slight differences; if so, they will be minimal and HUD will issue guidance on these. This information 
will be made available on the HUDExchange.info: HUD's COVID-19 HMIS Resources and distributed on the System 
Admin HUB. 
 
Q: Can the CARE funding pay for HMIS costs?  
A: Information will be released soon describing the eligible activities for the ESG-CV, CARES Act, funding. 
 
Q: Will there be waivers for Annual Assessments similar to the HQS waivers? 
A: There’s not currently a waiver for annual assessments in HMIS. Keep in mind, there is not a need for in-person 
contact to complete the annual assessments in HMIS. You may collect this information virtually or via telephone.  
If a waiver is released for this requirement, we will make sure to let you know. 
 
Q: What can FEMA funds be used to pay for? 
A: Each state's FEMA approval will be different - and we aren't in a position to answer state specific questions. 
 
Q: Do we include the new COVID shelters on our HIC? 
A: The HIC only includes shelters that were operational on the night of the PIT count.  
 
Q: What happens if COVID causes our ES utilization to appear artificially low?  
A: If there are data quality or performance concerns that arise that are a result of the impact of COVID-19 
responses locally, those can be explained in notes sections of various required reports. 
 
Q: Is there an expectation that data related to COVID-19 will need to be reported to HUD? 
A: At this time HUD does not expect any data requirements specific to tracking COVID screenings.  
 
Q: How does the mega waiver relate to HMIS?  
A: Normally, only the HMIS Lead can use ESG funds to pay the costs of managing and operating an HMIS.  The 
waiver allow any ESG recipient to use ESG funds to pay costs of upgrading or enhancing its local HMIS to 
incorporate data on ESG Program participants and ESG activities related to COVID-19.  The recording for the 
mega waivers office hour call is posted here: https://www.hudexchange.info/homelessness-
assistance/diseases/#covid-19-webinars-and-office-hours  
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