
DRGR FACT SHEET:  
Transition to 2014 American Community Survey (ACS) Data 

The following guidance applies to activities in the Disaster Recovery and Grant Reporting (DRGR) System that meet the 
CDBG national objective of providing benefit to Low- and Moderate-Income (LMI) persons on an area basis for Community 
Development Block Grant - Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) grantees; and Low-, Moderate- and Middle-Income (LMMI) 
persons on an area basis for Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) grantees.  

On July 1, 2015, the Low-Moderate Income Summary Data (LMISD) based on the 2000 Census in DRGR will be replaced 
with the American Community Survey 5-Year 2006-2010 Low-and Moderate-Income Summary Data (herein referred to 
as the “2014 ACS Data”). HUD issued guidance for this transition on April 21, 2015: CPD Notice 15-05: Transition Policy 
for Low-Moderate Income Summary Data Updates during Fiscal Year 2015 for Community Development Block Grant 
Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) grantees and Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP1, NSP2, and NSP3) grantees. In 
summary, all CDBG-DR and NSP grantees must use the 2014 ACS data for all area benefit activities that are planned or 
underway as of July 1, 2015, unless the grantee can demonstrate that an activity meets the Four Part Test or Limited 
Exceptions and Clarifications to the Four Part Test guidance in CPD-15-05, thereby permitting the continued use of the 
Prior LMISD for that activity only.  

This guidance focuses on how to set-up an area benefit activity in the DRGR Action Plan based on the data set that was 
used to meet the LMI National Objective. Grantees should refer to CPD-15-05 and consult with their CPD Representative 
to determine which data set is permitted for area benefit activities.  Table 1 summarizes the steps grantees must take 
based on the data set selected and timing of eligibility and entry into DRGR. 

Table 1: Summary of actions based on LMISD data set and timing of DRGR data entry 

LMISD 
Data Set 

Date of activity 
eligibility 

Date entered 
into DRGR DRGR requirements 

2000 
Census 

Before 
July 1, 2015 

Before  
July 1, 2015 

1. Select Area Benefit – Census 
2. Select Census tracts and block groups or places 
3. Indicate 2000 Census in Location Description 

After  
July 1, 2015 

1. Select Area Benefit – Survey 
2. Manually enter the low- and moderate-income persons 
3. Indicate 2000 Census in Location Description and list the Census 

tracts and block groups or places 
4. Use the Add Supporting Documentation feature to attach the 2000 

Census LMISD for the service area 

After 
July 1, 2015 

After  
July 1, 2015 

1. Select Area Benefit – Survey 
2. Manually enter the low- and moderate-income persons 
3. Indicate 2000 Census in Location Description and list the Census 

tracts and block groups or places 
4. Use the Add Supporting Documentation feature to attach the 2000 

Census LMISD for the service area and compliance with the Four 
Part Test or exception criteria 

2014 ACS 

Before 
July 1, 2015 

Before  
July 1, 2015 

1. Select Area Benefit – Survey 
2. Manually enter the low- and moderate-income persons 
3. Indicate 2014 ACS in Location Description and list the Census tracts 

and block groups or places 
4. Use the Add Supporting Documentation feature to attach the 2014 

ACS LMISD for the service area 

After 
July 1, 2015 

After  
July 1, 2015 

1. Select Area Benefit – Census 
2. Select Census tracts and block groups  
3. Indicate 2014 ACS in Location Description 
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https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/4480/notice-cpd-15-05-transition-policy-for-low-moderate-income-summary-data
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/4480/notice-cpd-15-05-transition-policy-for-low-moderate-income-summary-data
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/4480/notice-cpd-15-05-transition-policy-for-low-moderate-income-summary-data


NOTE: All existing activities set-up with the 2000 Census as of July 1, 2015 will remain unchanged.  Beginning on July 1, 2015, 
only the 2014 ACS data set will be available to grantees to set-up new activities or edit existing activities, even if grantees 
used the 2000 Census data set for an activity not yet entered into DRGR.  Grantees are highly encouraged to examine all 
area benefit activities that will be planned or underway as of July 1, 2015 and take the appropriate steps to ensure 
compliance with the LMISD Transition Policy described in CPD-15-05. 

Use of 2000 Census Data 

The following guidance applies to grantees that are carrying out area benefit activities using 2000 Census data. 

Activities determined to be eligible using 2000 Census data and entered into DRGR before July 1, 2015 

1. Select Area Benefit – Census 

2. Select Census tracts and block groups or places 

3. Indicate 2000 Census in Location Description 
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Activities determined to be eligible using 2000 Census data before July 1, 2015, but entered into DRGR after July 1, 2015 

1. Select Area Benefit – Survey 

2. Manually enter the low- and moderate-income persons 

3. Indicate 2000 Census in Location Description and list the Census tracts and block groups or places 

4. Use the Add Supporting Documentation feature to attach the 2000 Census LMISD for the service area 
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Activities determined to be eligible using 2000 Census data and entered into DRGR after July 1, 2015 

1. Select Area Benefit – Survey 

2. Manually enter the low- and moderate-income persons 

3. Indicate 2000 Census in Location Description and list the Census tracts and block groups or places 

4. Use the Add Supporting Documentation feature to attach the 2000 Census LMISD for the service area and 
compliance with the Four Part Test or exception criteria 
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Use of 2014 ACS Data 

The following guidance applies to grantees that are carrying out area benefit activities using 2014 ACS data. 

Activities determined to be eligible using 2014 ACS data and entered into DRGR before July 1, 2015 

1. Select Area Benefit – Survey 

2. Manually enter the low- and moderate-income persons 

3. Indicate 2014 ACS in Location Description and list the Census tracts and block groups or places 

4. Use the Add Supporting Documentation feature to attach the 2014 ACS LMISD for the service area 
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Activities determined to be eligible using 2014 ACS data and entered into DRGR after July 1, 2015 

1. Select Area Benefit – Census 

2. Select Census tracts and block groups  

3. Indicate 2014 ACS in Location Description 
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