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Tiered Environment Review
for Activity/Project that is
Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5
Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a)

Project Information

	Project Name:
	CV-Commercial-Node-and-Citywide-Economic-Development



	HEROS Number:	
	900000010163423



	Responsible Entity (RE):  
	ST. PAUL, DEPARTMENT OF PED ST. PAUL MN, 55102



	State / Local Identifier:  
	



	RE Preparer:  
	Addison Vang




	Certifying Officer:
	Addison Vang/Luis Pereira



	Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Consultant (if applicable):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Project Location:
	Saint Paul, MN 



	Additional Location Information:

	Citywide across multiple sites



	Direct Comments to:
	1400 City Hall Annex, 25 West 4th Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102



	Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

	The Business Improvement Program for Businesses impacted by COVID-19 program is designed to assist businesses impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic to retrofit their spaces and operations to improve safety for employees and customers. The target populations for this program are low- to moderate-income employees, business owners, and resident/customers.    The program will provide grants to businesses for capital investments to improve COVID safety for business operations. Capital investments could include air filtration systems, HVAC system improvements, partitions, new or expanded patios, decks, acquisition, and other outdoor space for socially-distanced business operations, non-portable heaters, awnings, technology to facilitate online ordering and/or enhanced safety procedures for curbside pickup and delivery.    Program grants will be made to 5-15 businesses selected through a competitive application process with a total CDBG fund of $236,650. Site specific environmental reviews will be conducted on specific investments as part of the application review and business selection process.



Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description:

	Approximate size of the project area: 
	more than 1 square mile



	Length of time covered by this review: 
	3 Years



	Maximum number of dwelling units or lots addressed by this tiered review: 

	0



Level of Environmental Review Determination:
	Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities at §58.5:

	58.35(a)(3)



Determination:
	
	Extraordinary circumstances exist and this project may result in significant environmental impact.  This project requires preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA); OR 

	
	There are no extraordinary circumstances which would require completion of an EA, and this project may remain CEST.





Approval Documents:
Sig 2.pdf
Official Affidavit.pdf
Unofficial Affidavit 20210107.pdf

	7015.15 certified by Certifying Officer on:
	1/14/2021



	7015.16 certified by Authorizing Officer on:
	2/1/2021



Funding Information 
	Grant Number
	[bookmark: _GoBack]HUD Program 
	Program Name

	B-20-MC-27-0007
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	Community Development Block Grant CARES Act (CDBG-CV)



	Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: 

	$236,650.00



	Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]:
	$236,650.00




Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities

	Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5, and §58.6
	Was compliance achieved at the broad level of review?
	Describe here compliance determinations made at the broad level and source documentation.

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6

	Airport Hazards
	  Yes     No
	 

	Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
	  Yes      No
	The project area is within the City of Saint Paul city limits, which does not contain any coastal barrier units. Therefore, compliance is achieved at the broad level of review.

	Flood Insurance
	  Yes     No
	 

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5

	Air Quality
	  Yes      No
	The city is in a non-attainment (marginal) for an 8-hour ozone. However, given the scope of the project, which is limited to commercial rehabilitation and COVID-19 social distancing retrofits such as partitions and technologies, the project is below de minimis levels and in compliance with the Clean Air Act.

	Coastal Zone Management Act
	  Yes      No
	The project area is within the City of Saint Paul city limits, which does not contain any coastal barrier units. Therefore, compliance is achieved at the broad level of review.

	Contamination and Toxic Substances
	  Yes     No
	 

	Endangered Species Act
	  Yes     No
	 

	Explosive and Flammable Hazards
	  Yes     No
	 

	Farmlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	The project area is within the City of Saint Paul city limits, which is entirely developed and does not have any viable undeveloped farmland. Therefore, it complies with the Farmlands Protection Policy Act..

	Floodplain Management
	  Yes     No
	 

	Historic Preservation
	  Yes     No
	 

	Noise Abatement and Control
	  Yes      No
	The scope of the project supporting businesses during the COVID-19 pandemic to remain in operations, retain employment, and support the communities they are in is not a noise sensitive use and noise is expected of a business site.

	Sole Source Aquifers
	  Yes      No
	The project area is within the City of Saint Paul city limits, and does not contain any EPA-designated sole source aquifers (see attached Aquifer map). Furthermore, this project is a rehabilitation of existing unit(s) and is therefore unlikely to have any impact on sole source aquifers.

	Wetlands Protection
	  Yes     No
	 

	Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
	  Yes      No
	The project area is within the City of Saint Paul city limits, which does not contain any wild and scenic rivers. Therefore, compliance is achieved at the broad level of review.

	ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

	Environmental Justice
	  Yes     No
	 



Supporting documentation
Nonattainment Air quality.pdf
Coastal Boundary Map.pdf
Coastal Boundary Map(1).pdf
Urbanized Area Map.pdf
Aquifer.pdf
Wild River.pdf

Written Strategies
The following strategies provide the policy, standard, or process to be followed in the site-specific review for each law, authority, and factor that will require completion of a site-specific review.

	1
	
	Airport Hazards

	
	
	A map will be used to identify the project site in relation to Minneapolis-Saint Paul and Holman Field Airports. A buffer and flight path layers will be used to evaluate the site's conformance to the Clear Zones and Accident Potential Zones using the City's internal GIS webmap.   

	2
	
	Flood Insurance

	
	
	All projects in the FEMA-designated Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs) will be required to maintain flood insurance. Therefore, all site-specific reviews will include a Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). Projects within a SFHA must also provide proof of insurance. No sites requiring elevation or other changes will be allowed.

	3
	
	Contamination and Toxic Substances

	
	
	All projects in the FEMA-designated Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs) will be required to maintain flood insurance. Therefore, all site-specific reviews will include a Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). Projects within a SFHA must also provide proof of insurance. No sites requiring elevation or other changes will be allowed.

	4
	
	Endangered Species

	
	
	All projects in the FEMA-designated Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs) will be required to maintain flood insurance. Therefore, all site-specific reviews will include a Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). Projects within a SFHA must also provide proof of insurance. No sites requiring elevation or other changes will be allowed.

	5
	
	Explosive and Flammable Hazards

	
	
	Each site will be mapped and their proximity to contaminated and toxic sites evaluated using the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's data within 1 mile, and sites within 3,000 feet will be evaluated more closely to determine if the site is safe for employees and patrons of the business. Given the scope of the project, which is limited to minor rehabilitation and COVID- related operations retrofits, little can be done to remediate for toxics or contamination within the scope of this action; however, other funding sources will be considered for cleanup efforts if it is determined to be necessary as sites are evaluated with consultation with HUD and DNR. Otherwise, any sites that is impacted by contamination or hazardous substances will not be selected.

	6
	
	Floodplain Management

	
	
	The iPaC identified 6 endangered species and 15 migratory birds (see attached iPaC document). The site- specific review will include an endangered species review, consulting with the US Fish and Wildlife Service as needed. Any sites that is negatively impact endangered species will not be selected.

	7
	
	Historic Preservation

	
	
	Each site will be mapped and their proximity above ground tanks evaluated using the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's data within 1 mile, and sites within 3,000 feet will be evaluated more closely to determine if the site is safe for employees and patrons of the business. Given the scope of the project, which is limited to minor rehabilitation and COVID- related operations retrofits. If remediation is necessary the DNR, MPCA, County, and other relevant agencies will be consulted on next steps.

	8
	
	Wetlands Protection

	
	
	Each site will be compared to the FEMA maps to determine whether the property is within the 100-year floodplain. For any proposed projects within the 100-year floodplain, a 5-step process will be completed to evaluate the practicable mitigation measures. Projects within the 500-year floodplain will also be evaluated and may require DNR consultation. No sites requiring elevation or other changes will be allowed.

	9
	
	Environmental Justice

	
	
	Any site that is within a designated historic district or older than 50 years old will include SHPO consultation to determine if the project site could be designated a historic site or would potentially negatively impact an historic site. If the site is an historic site, the review will include consultation with SHPO and the City of Saint Paul's Historic Preservation Commission to only include temporary interior improvements or if a reversible building improvement is permitted. However, due to the limited scope of the project, alterations to commercial buildings that impact the historic character are not expected.


Supporting documentation 
Minnesota Fish and Wildlife.pdf
ENDANG~1.PDF
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