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Tiered Environment Review
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Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5
Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a)

Project Information

	Project Name:
	2020-2024-Broad-Plan-for-Tiered-Projects



	HEROS Number:	
	900000010155029



	Responsible Entity (RE):  
	FORT WORTH, 1000 Throckmorton St Fort Worth TX, 76102



	State / Local Identifier:  
	20001



	RE Preparer:  
	Betsy Yost




	Certifying Officer:
	Fernando Costa



	Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Consultant (if applicable):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Project Location:
	Fort Worth, TX 



	Additional Location Information:

	N/A



	Direct Comments to:
	City of Fort Worth Neighborhood Services Department
908 Monroe Street, 3rd Floor, Fort Worth, TX 76102
Victor Turner, Director
Victor.Turner@fortworthtexas.gov



	Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

	The City of Fort Worth proposes to use Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds during the 2020-2021 through 2024-2025 program years for the following housing rehabilitation programs: Priority Repair - I & II, Cowtown Brush-Up, Project RAMP, Preserve a Home Program, Lead Safe Program, and Healthy Homes Supplement funds. These programs are available to single family owner-occupied income eligible residents in the Fort Worth city limits that meet program income guidelines, unless otherwise stated in the program description. Available funds (Priority Repair I&II) will serve households with income levels 60% or less than the area median income, adjusted for household size. Available funds (Cowtown Brush-Up) will serve households with income levels 50% or less than the area median income, adjusted for household size. Available funds (Project RAMP, Preserve a Home Program, Lead Safe Program, and Healthy Homes Supplement funds) will serve households with income levels 80% or less than the area median income, adjusted for household size.     The City of Fort Worth Lead Safe Program (LSP) will utilize grant funds from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Office of Lead Hazard Control and Healthy Homes (OLHCHH), and from the Community Development Block Grant programs as match funds for the purpose of controlling lead-based paint hazards and reducing health and safety hazards in eligible owner-occupied and rental housing units during the 2020-2021 through 2024-2025 program years. The targeted homes will be those that were built prior to 1978 and are owner occupied by low and moderate income families with children less than six years of age. The grant project is authorized under Section 502 of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1970 (12 U.S.C. 1701z-2).     The City of Fort Worth has chosen to tier the section of the environmental review pertaining to the programs described above. According to 24 CFR Part 58, a responsible entity may tier its environmental reviews and assessments to eliminate repetitive discussions of the same issues at subsequent levels of review. Tiering is appropriate when there is a requirement to evaluate a policy or proposal in the early stages of development, or when site specific analysis or mitigation is not currently feasible and a more narrow or focused analysis is better done at a later date.     The City of Fort Worth will provide rehabilitation and lead abatement of housing units when the following conditions are met:   a. For single-family residential buildings (with one to four units):   * Density will not be increased beyond four units   * Land use will not be changed   * Footprint of the building will not be increased in a floodplain or in a wetland.     b. For multifamily residential buildings:   * Unit density will not be changed more than 20%   * The project does not involve changes in land use from residential to non-residential   * The estimated cost of rehabilitation is less than 75% of the total estimated cost of replacement after rehabilitation    The rehab and minor home repair projects/programs will take place on unspecified sites throughout the City of Fort Worth. Site specific ER requests will be submitted for review once the address and locations for the project/programs have been determined.      Descriptions of the repairs performed under these programs, as well as a breakdown of estimated funding amounts, are attached within the 2020-2021 Broad Plan. Identical documentation for the other four years covered under this review will be uploaded at the beginning of each applicable program year. Out of the $18,220,000 total estimated HUD funds being cleared over the 5-year period covered by this review, $11,500,000 are for CDBG programs and $6,720,000 are for the OLHCHH program.    Housing rehabilitation and improvement related activities will comply with all the law and authorities applicable to HUD and required under 24 CFR 58.5.    



Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description:
2020-2021 LEAD Broad Plan ER Request form.pdf
2020-2021 CDBG Broad Plan ER Request form.pdf
2020-2021 Rehab Broad Plan.pdf

	Approximate size of the project area: 
	more than 1 square mile



	Length of time covered by this review: 
	5 Years



	Maximum number of dwelling units or lots addressed by this tiered review: 

	2800



Level of Environmental Review Determination:
	Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities at §58.5:

	58.35(a)(3)



Determination:
	
	Extraordinary circumstances exist and this project may result in significant environmental impact.  This project requires preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA); OR 

	
	There are no extraordinary circumstances which would require completion of an EA, and this project may remain CEST.





Approval Documents:
20001_BroadPlan_SignaturePage.pdf
2020-2025 Tiered Broad Plan - Public Notice Request for Release of Funds.pdf

	7015.15 certified by Certifying Officer on:
	1/21/2021



	7015.16 certified by Authorizing Officer on:
	2/8/2021



Funding Information 
	Grant Number
	[bookmark: _GoBack]HUD Program 
	Program Name

	B-20-MC-48-0010
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)

	B-21-MC-48-0010
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)

	B-22-MC-48-0010
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)

	B-23-MC-48-0010
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)

	B-24-MC-48-0010
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)

	TXLHD0316-20
	Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control
	 



	Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: 

	$18,220,000.00



	Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]:
	$18,220,000.00




Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities

	Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5, and §58.6
	Was compliance achieved at the broad level of review?
	Describe here compliance determinations made at the broad level and source documentation.

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6

	Airport Hazards
	  Yes      No
	The project will not use HUD assistance, subsidy, or insurance for construction; land development; community development or  redevelopment; substantial modernization and rehabilitation which prolongs the physical or economic life of existing facilities; provide facilities and services which make land available for construction;  change the use of a facility; or increase the density or number of people at the site.

	Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
	  Yes      No
	The City of Fort Worth is located approximately 284 miles away from the  nearest Coastal Barrier Resources System per US Fish and Wildlife Coastal Barrier Resource System Mapper.

	Flood Insurance
	  Yes     No
	 

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5

	Air Quality
	  Yes      No
	The project does not include new construction, or conversion of land use for development of public, commercial, or industrial facilities, or 5 or more dwelling units.    Assumption that any residential structure built before 1975 may contains asbestos. As a single residential structure, it is exempt from meeting NESHAP regulations.

	Coastal Zone Management Act
	  Yes      No
	The project sites are located in Tarrant County. Per the Texas General Land Office Texas Coastal Management Program Map, Tarrant County does not lie within the coastal management program boundary.    See Coastal Resources_Zone Management Map

	Contamination and Toxic Substances
	  Yes     No
	 

	Endangered Species Act
	  Yes      No
	Rehabilitation or renovation activities associated with existing structures are likely to have ''No Effect'' on federally protected species and critical habitat.

	Explosive and Flammable Hazards
	  Yes      No
	The project does not include development, construction, rehabilitation that will increase residential density, or land conversion.

	Farmlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	The project does not include any activities, including new construction, acquisition of undeveloped land or conversion that could convert agricultural land to a nonagricultural use

	Floodplain Management
	  Yes     No
	 

	Historic Preservation
	  Yes     No
	 

	Noise Abatement and Control
	  Yes     No
	 

	Sole Source Aquifers
	  Yes      No
	There is no sole source aquifer near Tarrant County per EPA Region 6 Sole Source Aquifer Map.

	Wetlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	The project site does not involve new construction, land use conversion, major rehabilitation, or substantial improvements.

	Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
	  Yes      No
	The project does not involve new construction as defined in Executive Order 11990, expansion of a building's footprint, or ground disturbance.

	ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

	Environmental Justice
	  Yes     No
	 



Supporting documentation
COASTAL RESOURCES_ZONE MANAGEMENT.pdf
SOLE SOURCE AQUIFERS.pdf

Written Strategies
The following strategies provide the policy, standard, or process to be followed in the site-specific review for each law, authority, and factor that will require completion of a site-specific review.

	1
	
	Flood Insurance

	
	
	For each applicable project, the project location relative to the Special Flood Hazard Area will be evaluated using a FEMA/FIRM map, and the steps outlined in the attached "Flood Insurance (CEST and EA)" worksheet followed to determine whether or not flood insurance is required

	2
	
	Contamination and Toxic Substances

	
	
	For each applicable project, the project location and surrounding area will be evaluated for toxic, hazardous, or radioactive substances. Resources referenced will include relevant City-managed GIS data (locations of landfills, environmental spills, underground storage tanks, and brownfields), as well as EPA facilities shown on the NEPAssist map. The attached Site-Specific Field Contamination Checklist will also be completed for each project. The steps outlined in the attached "Contamination and Toxic Substances (Single Family Properties)" worksheet will be followed to determine the appropriate action based on the results of the cumulative analysis for contaminants.

	3
	
	Floodplain Management

	
	
	For each applicable project, the project location relative to the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) will be evaluated using a FEMA/FIRM map, and the steps outlined in the attached "Floodplain Management (CEST and EA)" worksheet followed to determine the appropriate action based on the project location relative to the SFHA.

	4
	
	Historic Preservation

	
	
	The City of Fort Worth will first determine whether the project could affect historic properties. Historic properties are properties that are included in the National Register of Historic Places or that meet the criteria for the National Register. If so, the City of Fort Worth must consult with the State Historic Preservation Officer with the Texas Historical Commission. The City of Fort Worth also consults with the Fort Worth Historic Landmark Commission.    If the City of Fort Worth makes a determination that the program could affect historic properties, it will consult with the State Historic Preservation Officer with the Texas Historical Commission and the Fort Worth Historic Landmark Commission. The City of Fort Worth will submit information about the project to the Texas Historical Commission for a formal determination of eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places. The request will include photographs of the front and general neighborhood views of the property, a city map with the property location marked and a description of the type of work that is being considered. If the Texas Historical Commission agrees with the City's initial determination that a historic property is present, it will proceed to assess possible adverse effects. This includes consultation with the Texas Historical Commission and results in a Memorandum of Agreement. The MOA outlines agreed-upon measures that the City of FortWorth will take to avoid, minimize, or mitigate any adverse effects.    If the City of FortWorth finds that no historic properties are present or affected, it provides documentation to the Texas Historical Commission and, barring any objection within 30 days, proceeds with its undertaking. The City of Fort Worth has no further Section 106 obligations.    For the City of Fort Worth, the Texas Historical Commission, acting as the State Historic Preservation Office, does not require review of projects affecting properties less than 45 years of age at the time of the submittal. Projects affecting properties less than 45 years of age may be reviewed, and approved by the City of Fort Worth Historic Preservation Officer.    

	5
	
	Noise Abatement and Control

	
	
	For each applicable project, a map of the project site relative to noise generators (major roads, railroads, and airports) will be created and evaluated, and the steps in the attached "Noise (CEST and EA level Reviews)" worksheet followed. Source data is City-maintained ArcGIS geospatial map layers.

	6
	
	Environmental Justice

	
	
	For each applicable project, the steps outlined in the attached "Environmental Justice (CEST and EA)" worksheet will be followed to determine whether or not an environmental justice issue is identified, and what actions, if any, need to be taken.


Supporting documentation 
Part-58-Exempt-CENST.pdf
Mainenance Memo.pdf
Tiered Review Part 58 CEST Checklist.pdf
environmental-justice-worksheet.pdf
noise-abatement-and-control-cest-worksheet.pdf
Noise Control Notice.pdf
floodplain-management-worksheet.pdf
site-contamination-single-family-worksheet.pdf
FIELD CONTAMINATION CHECKLIST_R7-2012 (Draft).pdf
flood-insurance-worksheet.pdf
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