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Tiered Environment Review
for Activity/Project that is
Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5
Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a)

Project Information

	Project Name:
	Housing-Rehabilitation-Program



	HEROS Number:	
	900000010130700



	Responsible Entity (RE):  
	EDINBURG, PO Box 1079 Edinburg TX, 78540



	State / Local Identifier:  
	



	RE Preparer:  
	Michelle L. Mendoza




	Certifying Officer:
	Richard Molina, Mayor



	Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Consultant (if applicable):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Project Location:
	Edinburg, TX 78541



	Additional Location Information:

	N/A



	Direct Comments to:
	City of Edinburg 415 W. University Drive, Suite F, Edinburg TX 78540



	Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

	This project entails the rehabilitation of up to eight (8) single family homes located within the City of Edinburg in an effort to provide safe, decent and affordable housing. In order to receive assistance through this program, the homes must be currently owned by qualifying low to moderate income families. Once families are screened for eligibility, an inspection will be conducted to ascertain the condition of the unit. This inspection will allow the department to determine the type of assistance that is required in order to comply with City building codes and standards. If the unit is determined to be substandard, a rehabilitation will occur in which repairs will be conducted to ensure the unit is brought back to building codes and standards.



Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description:
City of Edinburg Street Line Map.pdf

	Approximate size of the project area: 
	more than 1 square mile



	Length of time covered by this review: 
	2 Years



	Maximum number of dwelling units or lots addressed by this tiered review: 

	8



Level of Environmental Review Determination:
	Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities at §58.5:

	58.35(a)(3)



Determination:
	
	Extraordinary circumstances exist and this project may result in significant environmental impact.  This project requires preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA); OR 

	
	There are no extraordinary circumstances which would require completion of an EA, and this project may remain CEST.





Approval Documents:
FY 20 HAP Sign Page- Tier 1.pdf
NOI-RROF Posted Notice Verification-City Website.pdf
NOI-RROF Posted Notice Verification-Library.pdf
NOI-RROF Posted Notice Verification-EHA.pdf
NOI-RROF Posted Notice Verification-City Hall.pdf

	7015.15 certified by Certifying Officer on:
	11/9/2020



	7015.16 certified by Authorizing Officer on:
	12/7/2020



Funding Information 
	Grant Number
	[bookmark: _GoBack]HUD Program 
	Program Name

	B-20-MC-48-0503
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)



	Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: 

	$200,000.00



	Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]:
	$200,000.00




Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities

	Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5, and §58.6
	Was compliance achieved at the broad level of review?
	Describe here compliance determinations made at the broad level and source documentation.

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6

	Airport Hazards
	  Yes     No
	 

	Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
	  Yes      No
	As shown in the attached map, the City of Edinburg is not located in or near a Coastal Barrier Resource area. This project will not impact a CBRS unit and as such is in compliance with the CBRA.

	Flood Insurance
	  Yes     No
	 

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5

	Air Quality
	  Yes      No
	Per 24 CFR 61.14, residential buildings having four or fewer dwelling units do not constitute a facility and thus are not subjects to the National Emission Standard for Asbestos as defined at 24 CFR 61.145 and 24 CFR 61.150. Therefore, due to the nature of this project, the rehabilitation of existing housing of four or less units, asbestos regulations do not apply and compliance with asbestos regulation is complete. In addition, this project will not involve any acquisition of undeveloped land, any change of land use, any demolition or new construction. Consequently, it will not affect the air quality. Project area does not fall under the category of areas listed as "Non-Attainment Area In Texas".

	Coastal Zone Management Act
	  Yes      No
	The City of Edinburg is not located in or does not affect a Coastal Zone as defined in the state Coastal Management Plan. The project is in compliance with the Coastal Zone Management Act.

	Contamination and Toxic Substances
	  Yes     No
	 

	Endangered Species Act
	  Yes     No
	 

	Explosive and Flammable Hazards
	  Yes     No
	 

	Farmlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	The City of Edinburg is an urban area. The proposed project sites are currently developed with residential properties that are zoned Neighborhood Conservation 5.0 and 7.1, per COE Planning Department zoning map. Due to the nature of the project, the rehabilitation of an existing home, and will not involve the acquisition or conversion of undeveloped land, any new construction or site clearance. Therefore, the Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1981 as amended in 1994 does not apply, and compliance with this section is complete.

	Floodplain Management
	  Yes     No
	 

	Historic Preservation
	  Yes     No
	 

	Noise Abatement and Control
	  Yes     No
	 

	Sole Source Aquifers
	  Yes      No
	The City of Edinburg is not located near a U.S. EPA-designated sole source aquifer. The nearest aquifer is located in San Antonio, Texas, about 200 miles north of Edinburg, Texas. Refer to EPA Region 6 map.

	Wetlands Protection
	  Yes     No
	 

	Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
	  Yes      No
	The closest river to potential project sites is the Rio Grande River. This river is located over 8 miles from the city limits of Edinburg. As per U.S. Fish & Wildlife, the only part of the Rio Grande River listed as "Wild and Scenic" is located near Big Bend National Park, which is over 300 miles in distance from the City of Edinburg.

	ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

	Environmental Justice
	  Yes     No
	 



Supporting documentation
Air Quality-All.docx
COASTAL BARRIER RESOURCE SYSTEMS.docx
Coastal Zone Management Map.pdf
Coastal Zone Managment - Hidalgo County.doc
Sole Source Aquifers Edinburg TX.pdf

Written Strategies
The following strategies provide the policy, standard, or process to be followed in the site-specific review for each law, authority, and factor that will require completion of a site-specific review.

	1
	
	Airport Hazards

	
	
	A site specific checklist will be completed for each project site, when selected. The site will be evaluated to determine whether it is not within 15,000 feet of a military airport or 2,500 feet of a civilian airport

	2
	
	Flood Insurance

	
	
	The FEMA FIRM maps for the area of the proposed project will be reviewed to determine if the project is in a special flood hazard area (SFHA). If a client's home is located in a flood zone, flood insurance will be required.

	3
	
	Contamination and Toxic Substances

	
	
	Each proposed project will be evaluated for contamination and toxic substances. To complete this review, the City will utilize the EPA, NEPAssist and Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) websites to assist in the record search. Project location will be measured in relation to the ASTM 1527-13 Recommended Minimum Search Distances for contaminated sites and toxic substance locations. Maps showing the locations of sites discovered through the record search detailed above will be included in the ERR. Any site found to be within the minimum recommended search distances will be evaluated to determine if there has been a release or if there is a threat of release to the proposed property. In addition to the above, City of Edinburg staff will complete a field site visit, in which they will visually inspect the site for environmental concerns. If mitigation is necessary, the City will evaluate financial feasibility. The Field Inspection checklist is attached to the ERR. Projects deemed to exist on a contaminated site may not proceed.

	4
	
	Endangered Species

	
	
	These housing rehabilitation projects will be undertaken on existing single family home structures that are located in developed residential lots. According to regulatory guidance, this project type is likely to have "No Effect" on federally protected species and critical habitat. Therefore, compliance with this section is complete. Nonetheless, in order to demonstrate that due diligence was afforded this project, a site specific checklist and site visit will be completed to verify that there are no nesting and natural habitat areas for potential endangered species. Additionally during the months of March through October, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act is in affect, and as such, any nesting will be reported to local federal agencies. This information will be made part of the ERR.

	5
	
	Explosive and Flammable Hazards

	
	
	A site specific checklist will be utilized to determine if explosive and flammable hazards exist at or near the proposed project sites. The project entails the rehabilitation/repairs of 8 single family units for qualified families. If the unit is determined to be substandard, a rehabilitation will occur in which repairs will be conducted to ensure the unit is brought back to building codes and standards. This project is NOT expected to increase residential densities and as such is in compliance will be in compliance however each the final determination will be made per site.

	6
	
	Floodplain Management

	
	
	FEMA Flood maps will be examined to determine if the proposed project sites are within the Special Flood Hazard Areas inundated by 100-Year floods. If a property is determined to exist within the 100-Year flood plain and depending on the amount of rehabilitation/repairs, a review of 24 CFR Part 55.12(c) will be conducted for any possible exemptions or further determination on project feasibility. Flood insurance will be required for any projects that are within the 100-Year floodplain. All the applicable requirements of EO 11988, Section 2(a), and 24 CFR Part 55 will be applied as appropriate.

	7
	
	Historic Preservation

	
	
	The State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO) will be contacted for every proposed project site to obtain clearance before proceeding with the proposed project. The ETRAC system will be utilized for this informal consultation and all pertinent information (project description, photographs of the existing structure and location map) will be uploaded to the system. The City will not proceed with the project until receiving concurrence from the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) that "no historic properties will be affected" or that the project will have "no adverse affect on historic properties". If the City receives required mitigation measures or conditions from the SHPO, the City will agree to these requirements and document compliance. Each project will be reviewed to verify whether or not it will require Tribal Consultations utilizing the "When to Consult with Tribes Worksheet". This determination will be part of the ERR.

	8
	
	Noise Abatement and Control

	
	
	A noise assessment will be completed for every site as they are determined. Any home that is not within the acceptable decibel limits will require noise attenuation to correct the noise levels to acceptable range. The Noise Control Act of 1972, as amended by the Quiet Communities Act of 1978; 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart B, will be adhered to when applying Noise Abatement and Control. The mitigation of interior noise will be addressed through the use of double pane windows, insulated exterior doors, exterior foam sheathing, complete plywood wrap and attic bat insulation that exceeds minimum city requirement. For highway noise, the City uses the Texas Department of Transportation's Statewide Planning Map - Future Traffic and Percent Truck data (https://www.txdot.gov/apps/statewide_mapping/StatewidePlanningMap.html). For railroad noise, the City uses data from the local railroad company offices or the Federal Railroad Administration map (http://fragis.fra.dot.gov/GISFRASafety/), if necessary.

	9
	
	Wetlands Protection

	
	
	Although the project is not expected to have any potential affect to a wetland, staff will complete a site specific review for due diligence. Staff will utilize the USFWS Wetland Mapper to determine if any designated wetlands are in or near the subject property. A site visit to the area will include an inspection for potential wetlands. If wetlands were determine to exist in or near the project area, the USFWS will be contacted before proceeding. Any mitigation or additional steps deemed necessary by USFWS officials will be adhered to and when applicable an 8-Step Decision Making Process would be implemented.

	10
	
	Environmental Justice

	
	
	As individual sites are selected the EPA-EJ Mapper application will be utilized to determine if any environmental injustice exists. The overall environmental review for each site will be considered when making a final determination. The City will conduct an Environmental Justice Analysis based on the results of all NEPA Related Federal Laws and Authorities and Other Requirements. Projects which disproportionately and adversely affects a minority or low moderate income community may not be considered for approval.


Supporting documentation 
Site Specific Worksheet FY 2020-2021.docx
Site Specifict Checklist  FY 2020-2021.docx


APPENDIX A:  Site Specific Reviews

	1
	Site-Specific Review Name: 

	Rehabilitation

	
	Site Address: 

	301 North 28th Avenue, Edinburg, TX, 78542

	
	Completed Site-Specific or Second Tier Review:
	301 North 28th.pdf

	2
	Site-Specific Review Name: 

	Rehabilitation

	
	Site Address: 

	402 E. Loeb , Edinburg, TX, 78541

	
	Completed Site-Specific or Second Tier Review:
	402 East Loeb Street.pdf

	3
	Site-Specific Review Name: 

	Rehabilitation

	
	Site Address: 

	715 E. Kuhn, Edinburg, TX, 78541

	
	Completed Site-Specific or Second Tier Review:
	715 East Kuhn.pdf
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