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Tiered Environment Review
for Activity/Project that is
Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5
Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a)

Project Information

	Project Name:
	RMCLT-Scattered-Site-Homeownership-Acquisition-Program-



	HEROS Number:	
	900000010043272



	Responsible Entity (RE):  
	COLORADO SPRINGS, 30 S. Nevada Ave, Suite 604 Colorado Springs CO, 80903



	State / Local Identifier:  
	



	RE Preparer:  
	Paul Morrow




	Certifying Officer:
	Jeffrey H Greene



	Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Consultant (if applicable):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Project Location:
	Colorado Springs, CO 80903



	Additional Location Information:

	This is a joint review for the City of Colorado Springs, Community Development Division (CDD) (Lead Agency) and Colorado Division of Local Government, Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) (Cooperating Agency). CDD funds will only be used within the city limits of Colorado Springs, CO, DOLA funds may be used within the City limits or El Paso County, CO.



	Direct Comments to:
	City of COS,CDD,Paul Morrow,30 S Nevada Ave,MC 640,Colorado Springs CO, 80903, 719-385-6886, pmorrow@springsgov.com OR DOLA,Bret Hillberry,ECO,1313 Sherman St.,Unit 521, Denver,CO 80203, 303-864-7730 



	Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

	The Rocky Mountain Community Land Trust (RMCLT) administers a first time homebuyer program to assist eligible low-to-moderate income individuals and families to purchase homes by investing HOME grant funds in down payments and closing costs. RMCLT and the homebuyer enter into an investment partnership where RMCLT leases the land to the homeowner and distributes a portion of the equity to the homeowner if they decide to move in the future. This relationship between RMCLT and the homebuyer is typical of Community Land Trusts. Property locations are not predetermined and either of two scenarios transpires for the first time home buyer. In the first scenario, RMCLT acquires the property initially and transfers ownership to an eligible first time homeowner through conventional financing who meets their program criteria. In the second scenario, an eligible homeowner selects a property that meets RMCLT program criteria and partners with RMCLT to enable conventional financing. Properties acquired or rehabilitated under this program are tested for potential health and safety hazards including methamphetamines, lead-based paint, asbestos containing materials, and radon. When required, mitigation or abatement of hazardous materials will be completed by authorized personnel meeting local, state, or federal guidelines and processes, including clearance documentation. Properties acquired through this program will be in in good physical condition or rehabilitated to meet property rehabilitation standards. Rehabilitation carried out under this program does not consist of major or substantial rehab, conversion of undeveloped land, new construction on undeveloped land, significant grading, vegetation, or drainage modification, changes in land use, or an increase in density. RMCLT has applied for HOME funds with CDD and DOLA to use across unknown scattered sites within the City of Colorado Springs (CDD) and El Paso County (DOLA). Typical homebuyer assistance per property ranges from 20-30% of the total home purchase price, representing grants from CDD, DOLA, and the Federal Home Loan Bank of Topeka.



Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description:

	Approximate size of the project area: 
	



	Length of time covered by this review: 
	



	Maximum number of dwelling units or lots addressed by this tiered review: 

	0



Level of Environmental Review Determination:
	Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities at §58.5:

	58.35(a)(3)

	58.35(a)(5)

	58.35(a)(6)



Determination:
	
	Extraordinary circumstances exist and this project may result in significant environmental impact.  This project requires preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA); OR 

	
	There are no extraordinary circumstances which would require completion of an EA, and this project may remain CEST.





Approval Documents:
NOI RROF & Tiered Review Signed FINAL.pdf
Affidavit of Pub & NOI RROF RMCLT Tiered Review Signed.pdf

	7015.15 certified by Certifying Officer on:
	11/29/2017



	7015.16 certified by Authorizing Officer on:
	12/18/2017



Funding Information 
	Grant Number
	HUD Program 
	Program Name
	Funding Amount 

	H7HOM17045
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	HOME Program

	M-17-MC-08-0203  
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	HOME Program



	Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: 

	$297,600.00



	Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]:
	$5,250,000.00




Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities

	Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5, and §58.6
	Was compliance achieved at the broad level of review?
	Describe here compliance determinations made at the broad level and source documentation.

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6

	Airport Hazards
	  Yes     No
	 

	Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
	  Yes      No
	Colorado has no Coastal Barrier Resources. No further analysis is required.

	Flood Insurance
	  Yes      No
	Applicable only when the project site is located in an area where HUD disaster assistance is being made available.

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5

	Air Quality
	  Yes     No
	 

	Coastal Zone Management Act
	  Yes      No
	Pre-determined by HUD - Not applicable for the States of CO, MT, ND, NE, SD, UT, & WY.

	Contamination and Toxic Substances
	  Yes     No
	 

	Endangered Species Act
	  Yes      No
	Program does not have the potential to affect any species or habitats and does not include conversion of undeveloped land, new construction on undeveloped land, significant grading, vegetation, or drainage modification, changes in land use, or an increase in density.

	Explosive and Flammable Hazards
	  Yes      No
	24 CFR Part 51 Subpart C 51.201 Definitions exclude rehabilitation if residential densities are not increased, no conversion of use is present, or making a vacant building habitable. These exclusions are consistent with this activity.

	Farmlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	Homebuyer assistance activities do not include conversion of undeveloped land, new construction on undeveloped land, or site clearing activities. All activities are located within the urban area boundary of the City of Colorado Springs, Colorado, as determined by the US Census

	Floodplain Management
	  Yes     No
	 

	Historic Preservation
	  Yes     No
	 

	Noise Abatement and Control
	  Yes     No
	 

	Sole Source Aquifers
	  Yes      No
	Pre-determined by HUD - There are currently NO sole source aquifers designated in Colorado.

	Wetlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	Homebuyer assistance activities do not include conversion of undeveloped land, new construction on undeveloped land, or significant grading, vegetation, or drainage modifications.

	Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
	  Yes      No
	There are no wild and scenic rivers within the City of Colorado Springs or El Paso Co. Colorado. Ref: www.rivers.gov

	ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

	Environmental Justice
	  Yes      No
	Homebuyer assistance programs are essentially beneficial in nature to all population groups, including minority and low income populations.



Supporting documentation
Air Quality.pdf
Floodplain Management.pdf
Historic Preservation.pdf
Airport Hazards.pdf
Contamination and Toxic Substances.pdf
Noise Abatement and Control.pdf

Written Strategies
The following strategies provide the policy, standard, or process to be followed in the site-specific review for each law, authority, and factor that will require completion of a site-specific review.

	1
	
	Airport Hazards

	
	
	APZ/RPZ maps of the Peterson AFB and Colorado Springs Airport will be used to determine that all homebuyer activities occur outside of these zones.

	2
	
	Air Quality

	
	
	In the event that the homebuyer assistance and acquisition program performs minor rehabilitation, which is expected to exceed Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 'trigger levels' for disturbance of asbestos-containing building materials, samples will be tested for the presence of potentially hazardous asbestos content. Abatement of identified hazards will be carried out by appropriately certified personnel. The ERR for each property will include a copy of the sampling results, a description of abatement measures carried out, and a copy of the final clearance achieved prior to re-occupancy.

	3
	
	Contamination and Toxic Substances

	
	
	For single-family dwellings, the NEPAssist and City of Colorado Springs websites will be used to prepare a report on potentially hazardous sites located within 1/2 mile of the activity. Links to EPA databases will be used to verify environmental compliance for facilities such as gas stations, dry cleaners, and light manufacturing businesses. The ERR for each activity will include a copy of the NEPAssist map and report. Certified home inspectors will conduct inspections for each prospective property concerning overall health and safety concerns including lead-based paint, asbestos, radon, and methamphetamines. When required, mitigation or abatement of hazardous materials will be completed by authorized personnel meeting local, state, or federal guidelines and processes. The ERR for each activity will include a copy of the sampling results, a description of any mitigation carried out, and a copy of the final clearance achieved prior to occupancy.

	4
	
	Floodplain Management

	
	
	FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps will be used to determine that all program activities occur outside of Special Flood Hazard Areas. The ERR for each activity will include a copy of the applicable FEMA map with the location of the site identified.

	5
	
	Historic Preservation

	
	
	Section 106 consultations will be carried out per the most current Programmatic Agreement (PA) between CDD and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) or the most current PA between DOLA and the SHPO. Both CDD and DOLA include reference to a process for Section 106 consultations with federally-recognized Indian tribes known to have an ancestral interest in the Colorado Springs, Colorado, region. The ERR for each activity will include copies of consultation materials and concurrences received, or documentation regarding the exemption from consultation, per CPD12-006 Attachment A Checklist for exempt activities.

	6
	
	Noise Abatement and Control

	
	
	HUD strongly encourages the incorporation of noise mitigation measures in single- and multi-family housing rehabilitation projects located near major streets, railroads, or the noise contours of civilian and military airfields. Using GIS mapping, CDD will evaluate the property's proximity to major noise sources (see Tier 2) and incorporate acoustical improvement of building assemblies such as doors, windows, and insulation levels when the schedule and budget allows.


Supporting documentation 
T2 Checklist RMCLT Homebuyer Acquisition.pdf
Written Strategies.pdf
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