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Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5
Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a)

Project Information

	Project Name:
	NYCHA-Facade-Improvement-Program



	HEROS Number:	
	900000010031168



	Responsible Entity (RE):  
	NEW YORK CITY, 100 Gold St New York NY, 10038



	State / Local Identifier:  
	New York



	RE Preparer:  
	John Leonard




	Certifying Officer:
	John Leonard



	Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Consultant (if applicable):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Project Location:
	New York, NY 10007



	Additional Location Information:

	The NYCHA office overseeing this work is located at 90 Church Street, NY, NY 10007. The work will be completed in NYCHA developments citywide.



	Direct Comments to:
	leonardj@omb.nyc.gov
NYC Office of Management and Budget
Community Development Unit
255 Greenwich Street, 8th Floor
New York, NY 10007




	Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

	NYC Local Law 11, also known as the Facade Inspection Safety Program, requires that owners of buildings with six or more stories have their exterior walls and appurtenances inspected periodically by a licensed professional. It was preceded by Local Law 10, which was passed in 1980 in response to the death of a pedestrian who was hit by a piece of falling masonry. Local Law 10 required only the front facade to be inspected. Other incidents since that time, such as the death of a pedestrian hit by a parapet collapsing in the back of a building, caused Local Law 11 to pass in 1998. Local Law 11 requires that all sides of the building now be inspected. It is broken down into cycles, the most recent being Cycle 7, which began in 2010 and was completed in 2013. The NYC Department of Buildings Office of the Inspector General (DOBDOI) conducted site visits in multiple locations throughout the five boroughs to buildings that reported unsafe conditions in Cycle 7. In August 2015, the report of findings was made available and classified hundreds of NYCHA building exteriors as unsafe. An unsafe condition can include deteriorated brick walls, steel lintels, roof parapet walls, balcony walls, and fire escapes. If chipped, broken, or loose bricks are observed during the inspection process, the building requires an emergency sidewalk shed. Once unsafe conditions are found, they are required to be replaced with safe conditions within the next five years from the date of inspection. In order to become compliant with Local Law 11, NYCHA will make repairs to 259 buildings and construct emergency sidewalk sheds at 382 buildings. Construction includes, where applicable, replacement of: - Cracked, bulged and spalled brickwork; - Vertical and horizontal expansion joints; - Parapet walls and its component parts, such as flashing ; - Chain link brick parapet; - Roof railing; - Broken or missing window sills; - Steel shelf angles over window openings; - Mortar joints; and - Concrete coping stones, stucco and terra-cotta. Construction will also include caulking throughout the entire building, asbestos abatement, waterproofing, and installation of sidewalk sheds and chain link fences. Additionally, various necessary building upkeep work will be done, such as cleaning fire damaged bricks, cleaning and painting lintels, stabilizing bulged masonry panels, and pinning of existing brickwork. The scope of work for emergency shed installations includes construction of the sidewalk shed, lighting, temporary construction fence, adequate directive signage, and protective covers for CCTV cameras and equipment. Sheds will be installed during the procurement process and remain in place during construction.



Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description:

	Approximate size of the project area: 
	more than 1 square mile



	Length of time covered by this review: 
	1 Year



	Maximum number of dwelling units or lots addressed by this tiered review: 

	53000



Level of Environmental Review Determination:
	Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities at §58.5:

	58.35(a)(3)



Determination:
	
	Extraordinary circumstances exist and this project may result in significant environmental impact.  This project requires preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA); OR 

	
	There are no extraordinary circumstances which would require completion of an EA, and this project may remain CEST.





Approval Documents:
2017 NYCHA Facade Renovations HEROS ER Signature Page.pdf
CD 43 CAT EXC Public Notice.doc

	7015.15 certified by Certifying Officer on:
	10/23/2017



	7015.16 certified by Authorizing Officer on:
	1/5/2018



Funding Information 
	Grant Number
	HUD Program 
	Program Name
	Funding Amount 

	0016
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)



	Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: 

	$29,708,000.00



	Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]:
	$29,708,000.00




Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities

	Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5, and §58.6
	Was compliance achieved at the broad level of review?
	Describe here compliance determinations made at the broad level and source documentation.

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6

	Airport Hazards
	  Yes     No
	 

	Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
	  Yes      No
	The buildings to be rehabilitated under this program are not located in the Coastal Barrier area.

	Flood Insurance
	  Yes     No
	 

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5

	Air Quality
	  Yes      No
	This program only involves moderate rehab of multi-unit housing. It is not anticipated that this work will significantly impact air quality.

	Coastal Zone Management Act
	  Yes      No
	No impact is anticipated as determined by the NYS Department of State. See the attached letter.

	Contamination and Toxic Substances
	  Yes      No
	The NYC Housing Authority (NYCHA) has a protocol to address toxic materials in its developments. See information provided by NYCHA.

	Endangered Species Act
	  Yes      No
	There are no critical habitats for endangered species in the NYC area (see attached letter from the US Fish and Wildlife Service.) Therefore, there is no potential impact to endangered species from the rehabilitation activities of this program.

	Explosive and Flammable Hazards
	  Yes      No
	In accordance with the attached HUD guidance, there is no impact if the project does not include development, construction, or rehabilitation that will increase residential densities or conversion to another use and that if the project does not include a hazardous facility.

	Farmlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	In accordance with the attached HUD guidance, there is no impact to farmlands if there is no plan to convert farmland to another use. This program only involves rehabilitation of existing residential properties.

	Floodplain Management
	  Yes     No
	 

	Historic Preservation
	  Yes     No
	 

	Noise Abatement and Control
	  Yes      No
	Moderate rehabilitation is conducted under this program. Window replacement and the installation of extra insulation that may attenuate high noise levels are not always in the scope of work. When windows are replaced, double glazing is the standard.

	Sole Source Aquifers
	  Yes      No
	There are Sole Source Aquifers located in Brooklyn and Queens in NYC (see attached map). However, the program's activities are in compliance with the attached Memorandum of Understanding between the Region II offices of the EPA and HUD.

	Wetlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	This program involves rehabilitation of existing structures that are outside wetlands. No impact.

	Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
	  Yes      No
	There are no Wild and Scenic Rivers in the NYC area. See attached map from the Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

	ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

	Environmental Justice
	  Yes      No
	This program involves rehabilitation of residential buildings which are primarily inhabited by low- and moderate-income minority households. Thus, the program's activities do not represent a negative impact to those households.



Supporting documentation
Coastal Barriers Act Email from Therese Fretwell of HUD.pdf
Coastal Barriers Map - Use For Determinations.jpg
Coastal Barriers Act Map for NYC & LI.pdf
Coastal Zone Management Program 10 14 14 Response.PDF
Fish & Wildlife Endangered Species Review Process - Memo to the File - Use in ER Documents.doc
NYCHA Facade Improvement Program 2017 Fish and Wildlife Endangered Species List.pdf
Farmlands Protection - HUD Exchange.pdf
Signed MOU Between HUD & EPA on Sole Source Aquifers.pdf
Sole Source Aquifers in NYC Map.pdf
US Fish and Wildlife National Wetlands Inventory Interactive map.url
Wild and scenic rivers - New York.pdf
NYCHA Hazard Communication Procedure (HAZCOM).pdf
NYCHA Environmental Policies and Procedures.docx
Explosive and Flammable Facilities - HUD Exchange.pdf

Written Strategies
The following strategies provide the policy, standard, or process to be followed in the site-specific review for each law, authority, and factor that will require completion of a site-specific review.

	1
	
	Airport Hazards

	
	
	No airport expansion is planned to extend into the Runway Protection Zones (see attached letter). In addition, buildings heights will not be increased for any property rehabilitated under this program, which could negatively impact the Zone. When sites are identified for CD funding, they will,be checked to determine if they are located within the runway protection zones of Kennedy and LaGuardia airports.

	2
	
	Flood Insurance

	
	
	Sites will be reviewed as they are identified for CD funding. NYCHA has informed the City that it maintains flood insurance for its buildings located within floodplains.

	3
	
	Floodplain Management

	
	
	The proposed work is facade renovation of existing public housing. No impacts are anticipated.

	4
	
	Historic Preservation

	
	
	The NYS SHPO and the Landmarks Preservation Commission have identified those sites that are of historic concern (see attached list). NYCHA is in consultation with the SHPO to apply an existing Programmatic Agreement to the proposed facade renovations that will be completed with CD funds. If the Programmatic Agreement is not in place by the time the program expects to start work, (Dec. 2017) then NYCHA will submit project scopes to the SHPO for those sites that the SHPO and the Landmarks Preservation Commission have identified as having architectural significance.


Supporting documentation 
Runway Protection Zone - La Guardia Airport Color.pdf
Runway Protection Zone - Kennedy Airport Color.pdf
Runway Protection Zone Letter From Port Authority.pdf
LPC and National Register Listed Eligible NYCHA Properties by NYC Borough.docx


APPENDIX A:  Site Specific Reviews
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