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Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5
Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a)

Project Information

	Project Name:
	7A-Program



	HEROS Number:	
	900000010025019



	Responsible Entity (RE):  
	NEW YORK CITY, 100 Gold St New York NY, 10038



	State / Local Identifier:  
	New York



	RE Preparer:  
	John Leonard




	Certifying Officer:
	



	Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Consultant (if applicable):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Project Location:
	New York, NY 10038



	Additional Location Information:

	The Department of Housing Preservation and Development is located at 100 Gold Street, NY, NY 10038. The buildings that will be renovated are citywide.



	Direct Comments to:
	leonardj@omb.nyc.gov
NYC Office of Management and Budget
Community Development Unit
255 Greenwich Street, 8th Floor
New York, NY  10007



	Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

	The 7A Program, part of HPD's Division of Special Enforcement, provides loans for system replacement and repair using both CD and City capital funds. CD funds also pay for staff within the 7A Financial Assistance Unit. Article 7A of the Real Property Actions and Proceedings Law authorizes the Housing Court to appoint administrators to operate privately-owned buildings where delinquent owners have abandoned their buildings and where dangerous conditions exists that affect tenants' health and safety. 7A buildings generally enter the program after years of neglect and deferred maintenance. 7A buildings are usually located in blighted areas, are under-occupied, and occupants tend to have very low incomes. Serious emergency conditions exist in 7A buildings, which, if not corrected immediately, impair the ability of the Administrator to collect rent. Accordingly, the 7A Administrator is authorized to make repairs necessary to stabilize the building and address hazardous conditions, correct violations, provide utilities, and improve rent collections and maintenance services. The 7A Program functions to stabilize and preserve these housing units and provide habitable and affordable housing for the tenants. 7A Unit: The 7A Unit responds to intake referrals by visiting and evaluating the buildings to determine if the conditions meet the law's criteria. If a building is recommended for intake, the unit prepares legal documents and refers buildings to HPD's Housing Litigation Division to commence a 7A Proceeding. 7A Counselors meet with tenants, coordinate building repair plans, monitor compliance with court stipulations, and work with Administrators to remove Code violations. In addition, they conduct emergency inspections as needed and refer Administrators to obtain legal assistance funds to aid them in bringing court proceedings against tenants for non-payment of rent. Finally, the staff reviews applications from organizations seeking court appointment as 7A Administrators, conducts extensive research on owners seeking discharge of 7A buildings, ensures that 7A buildings are registered annually, and prepares preliminary documents for the 7A Regulatory Agreement. 7A Financial Assistance (7AFA) loans are available for 7A Administrators for substantial repairs when collected rents cannot support the cost of the work. 7AFA loans are exclusive to 7A Administrators who are authorized to borrow funds from HPD. The staff underwrites the loan and prepares loan packages. As work is completed, staff supplies loan balances to facilitate the discharge of the buildings to the owners or places liens on the property for any loan and emergency repair charges. In addition, the 7A Unit manages and services the portfolio and is directly involved in the delivery of services.



Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description:

	Approximate size of the project area: 
	



	Length of time covered by this review: 
	



	Maximum number of dwelling units or lots addressed by this tiered review: 

	0



Level of Environmental Review Determination:
	Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities at §58.5:

	58.35(a)(3)



Determination:
	
	Extraordinary circumstances exist and this project may result in significant environmental impact.  This project requires preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA); OR 

	
	There are no extraordinary circumstances which would require completion of an EA, and this project may remain CEST.





Approval Documents:
2017 7A Program HEROS ER Signature Page.pdf
CD 43 CAT EXC Public Notice.doc

	7015.15 certified by Certifying Officer on:
	10/23/2017



	7015.16 certified by Authorizing Officer on:
	1/5/2018



Funding Information 
	Grant Number
	HUD Program 
	Program Name
	Funding Amount 

	0085
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)



	Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: 

	$1,455,000.00



	Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]:
	$1,455,000.00




Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities

	Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5, and §58.6
	Was compliance achieved at the broad level of review?
	Describe here compliance determinations made at the broad level and source documentation.

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6

	Airport Hazards
	  Yes     No
	 

	Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
	  Yes      No
	The buildings to be rehabilitated under this program are not located in the Coastal Barrier area.

	Flood Insurance
	  Yes     No
	 

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5

	Air Quality
	  Yes      No
	This program only involves moderate rehab of multi-unit housing. It is not anticipated that this work will significantly impact air quality.

	Coastal Zone Management Act
	  Yes      No
	No impact is anticipated as determined by the NYS Department of State. See the attached letter.

	Contamination and Toxic Substances
	  Yes     No
	 

	Endangered Species Act
	  Yes      No
	There are no critical habitats for endangered species in the NYC area (see attached letter from the US Fish and Wildlife Service.) Therefore, there is no potential impact to endangered species from the rehabilitation activities of this program.

	Explosive and Flammable Hazards
	  Yes      No
	In accordance with the attached HUD guidance, there is no impact if the project does not include development, construction, or rehabilitation that will increase residential densities or conversion to another use and that if the project does not include a hazardous facility.

	Farmlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	In accordance with the attached HUD guidance, there is no impact to farmlands if there is no plan to convert farmland to another use. This program only involves rehabilitation of existing residential properties.

	Floodplain Management
	  Yes     No
	 

	Historic Preservation
	  Yes     No
	 

	Noise Abatement and Control
	  Yes      No
	Moderate rehabilitation is conducted under this program. Window replacement and the installation of extra insulation that may attenuate high noise levels are not always in the scope of work. When windows are replaced, double glazing is the standard.

	Sole Source Aquifers
	  Yes      No
	There are Sole Source Aquifers located in Brooklyn and Queens in NYC (see attached map). However, the program's activities are in compliance with the attached Memorandum of Understanding between the Region II offices of the EPA and HUD.

	Wetlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	This program involves rehabilitation of existing structures that are outside wetlands. No impact.

	Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
	  Yes      No
	There are no Wild and Scenic Rivers in the NYC area. See attached map from the Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

	ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

	Environmental Justice
	  Yes      No
	This program involves rehabilitation of residential buildings which are primarily inhabited by low- and moderate-income minority households. Thus, the program's activities do not represent a negative impact to those households.



Supporting documentation
De Minimis Emission Levels _ General Conformity _ US EPA.pdf
Status of SIP Required Elements for New York Designated Areas _ SIP Status Reports _ Air Quality Implementation Plans _ EPA Home.pdf
Coastal Barriers Act Email from Therese Fretwell of HUD.pdf
Coastal Barriers Map - Use For Determinations.jpg
Coastal Barriers Act Map for NYC & LI.pdf
Coastal Zone Management Program 10 14 14 Response.PDF
Fish & Wildlife Endangered Species Review Process - Memo to the File - Use in ER Documents.doc
7A Program 2017 Fish and Wildlife Endangered Species List Updated 7-27-17.pdf
7A Program 2017 Fish and Wildlife Endangered Species List.pdf
Farmlands Protection - HUD Exchange.pdf
Calendar Year 2017 - CD 43 Revised List of CD Programs For LPC Historic Review.xlsx
LPC Historic Review Response for 2017 - CD 43 Program Year.doc
Signed MOU Between HUD & EPA on Sole Source Aquifers.pdf
Sole Source Aquifers in NYC Map.pdf
US Fish and Wildlife National Wetlands Inventory Interactive map.url
Wild and scenic rivers - New York.pdf
Explosive and Flammable Facilities - HUD Exchange.pdf

Written Strategies
The following strategies provide the policy, standard, or process to be followed in the site-specific review for each law, authority, and factor that will require completion of a site-specific review.

	1
	
	Airport Hazards

	
	
	Building heights will not be increased as a result of any renovation. Sites will be reviewed as they are identified to determine if they are within the Kennedy and La Guardia Airport Runway Clear Zones.

	2
	
	Flood Insurance

	
	
	Sites that are found to be located within the 100-year floodplain will be switched to City funds.

	3
	
	Contamination and Toxic Substances

	
	
	An on-site inspection using the attached Site Contamination Checklist will be conducted by an HPD inspector. In addition, the Office of Management and Budget's Community Development Unit will review the site on the EPA's NEPAssist website and the NYS Department of Conservation's "Spill Incidents Database" to determine if significant toxic materials and chemicals area on or near the site.

	4
	
	Floodplain Management

	
	
	Sites that are found to be located within the 100-year floodplain will be paid for with City funds.

	5
	
	Historic Preservation

	
	
	Sites will be reviewed by the Landmarks Preservation Commission to determine if they appear to be or are eligible for National Register Listing and if they are NYC Designated Landmarks or in NYC Designated Historic Districts.


Supporting documentation 
Runway Protection Zone Letter From Port Authority.pdf
Runway Protection Zone - La Guardia Airport Color.pdf
Runway Protection Zone - Kennedy Airport Color.pdf
HPD 7A Program Site Contamination Checklist.docx
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