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Tiered Environment Review
for Activity/Project that is
Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5
Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a)

Project Information

	Project Name:
	Direct-Homeownership-Assistance



	HEROS Number:	
	900000010002798



	Responsible Entity (RE):  
	FREDERICKSBURG, 715 Princess Anne St Fredericksburg VA, 22401



	State / Local Identifier:  
	229



	RE Preparer:  
	Susanna R. Finn




	Certifying Officer:
	Beverly R. Cameron



	Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Consultant (if applicable):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Project Location:
	Fredericksburg, VA 22401



	Additional Location Information:

	This program will be administered citywide. 



	Direct Comments to:
	srfinn@fredericksburgva.gov

Susanna Finn
Planning Services
PO Box 7447
Fredericksburg VA 22404



	Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

	The Direct Homeownership Assistance program provides funding to assist low and moderate income homebuyers with specific downpayment and closing costs to help promote homeownership in the City. This part of the program is specifically for new dwelling units to be constructed on vacant land



Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description:

	Approximate size of the project area: 
	more than 1 square mile



	Length of time covered by this review: 
	5 Years



	Maximum number of dwelling units or lots addressed by this tiered review: 

	10



Level of Environmental Review Determination:
	Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities at §58.5:

	58.35(a)(4)



Determination:
	
	Extraordinary circumstances exist and this project may result in significant environmental impact.  This project requires preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA); OR 

	
	There are no extraordinary circumstances which would require completion of an EA, and this project may remain CEST.





Approval Documents:
dha.pdf
dha000.pdf
NOI RROF proof.docx

	7015.15 certified by Certifying Officer on:
	



	7015.16 certified by Authorizing Officer on:
	



Funding Information 
	Grant Number
	HUD Program 
	Program Name
	Funding Amount 

	B15MC510026
	CPD
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)
	$17,750.00



	Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: 

	$17,750.00



	Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]:
	$17,750.00




Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities

	Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5, and §58.6
	Was compliance achieved at the broad level of review?
	Describe here compliance determinations made at the broad level and source documentation.

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6

	Airport Hazards
	  Yes      No
	The project activities do not increase the density or persons living within a property, change the use of the facility, or introduces explosive, flammable or toxic materials to the area. Furthermore, the City, and therefore any potential project site, is more than 15,000 feet from a military airport and more than 2,500 feet from a civilian airport. The environmental review requirements pertaining to Runway Clear Zones and Accidental Potential Zones do not apply. 

	Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
	  Yes      No
	The project activities do not fall within the outlined coastal barrier areas.

	Flood Insurance
	  Yes     No
	 

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5

	Air Quality
	  Yes      No
	The Fredericksburg Direct Homeownership Assistance project will be located in a metropolitan area that has been designated by the Environmental Protection Agency as a moderate 8-hour ozone non-attainment area. This project, however, will not meet the thresholds that trigger the Clean Air Act for new traffic generation (1,000 new or additional parking spaces or trips.)

	Coastal Zone Management Act
	  Yes     No
	 

	Contamination and Toxic Substances
	  Yes     No
	 

	Endangered Species Act
	  Yes     No
	 

	Explosive and Flammable Hazards
	  Yes     No
	 

	Farmlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	The Direct Homeownership Assistance projects are located in existing neighborhoods which are served by public water and sewer service. Therefore, this project will not need site Assessment Criteria review in the Federal regulations (7 CFR Part 568) or in HUD guidance on agricultural land. 

	Floodplain Management
	  Yes     No
	 

	Historic Preservation
	  Yes     No
	 

	Noise Abatement and Control
	  Yes     No
	 

	Sole Source Aquifers
	  Yes      No
	Since the Fredericksburg Direct Homeownership Assistance project will not be located within an Environmental Protection Agency designated sole source aquifer area, the requirements of the Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 do not apply. 

	Wetlands Protection
	  Yes     No
	 

	Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
	  Yes      No
	There are no Federally listed wild and scenic rivers located in the State of Virginia. Therefore, the requirements of the Wilds and Scenic River Act of 1968, as amended, do not apply.

	ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

	Environmental Justice
	  Yes      No
	The Direct Homeownership Assistance project will not introduce adverse human health or environmental effects on any neighborhoods. As a consequence, the requirements of EO12898 do not apply. 



Supporting documentation
Fredericksburg Coastal Barriers Resource Act.pdf
Fredericksburg Sole Soure Aquifers.pdf
Fredericksburg Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.pdf
Fredericksburg Airport Hazards.pdf

Written Strategies
The following strategies provide the policy, standard, or process to be followed in the site-specific review for each law, authority, and factor that will require completion of a site-specific review.

	1
	
	Flood Insurance

	
	
	Because Direct Homeownership Assistance activities maintain the health, welfare, and safety of citizens in existing floodplain areas, it has been determined that this activity within a floodplain is unavoidable. However, the Environmental Review will ensure that all property owners prior to receiving rehabilitation assistance must purchase flood insurance under the National Flood Insurance Program. 

	2
	
	Coastal Zone Management

	
	
	The Direct Homeownership Assistance project dealing with new construction includes land-disturbance activities such as water/sewer installation, underground utility installation, related pavement, and foundations. Specific projects will be evaluated based on the nine (9) enforceable policies of the Virginia Coastal Resources Management Program (VCP). The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality will be consulted for a consistency determination pursuant to 15 CFR Section 930.39. A consistency certification received from the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality dated November 19, 2015 found the program activity to have no adverse effect on Virginia CZM activities. 

	3
	
	Contamination and Toxic Substances

	
	
	Staff will consult with the Federal Envirionmental Protection Agency's CERCLIS files to ensure the Direct Homeownership Assistance projects are not in or adjacent to a hazardous waste site. 

	4
	
	Endangered Species

	
	
	Staff will consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) on a case by case basis, to ensure that the Direct Homeownership Assistance project does not affect an endangered species of plants or animals or a critical habitat. 

	5
	
	Explosive and Flammable Hazards

	
	
	The Housing Rehabilitation Assistance completes projects for which the majority of the repairs are interior or non-land disturbing exterior activities such as roof replacement and (above ground) electrical services upgrades.  Some projects will include, but not be limited to, land-disturbance activities such as water/sewer installation or repair, underground utility installation or repair, related pavement repair. Regardless, the Housing Rehabilitation Assistance program has been evaluated based on the nine (9) enforceable policies of the Virginia Coastal Resources Management Program (VCP). The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality will be consulted for a consistency determination pursuant to 15 CFR Section 930.39.Staff will consult with the Federal Envirionmental Protection Agency's CERCLIS files to ensure the Direct Homeownership Assistance projects are not in or adjacent to a hazardous waste site. 

	6
	
	Floodplain Management

	
	
	Staff will consult with the Federal Envirionmental Protection Agency's CERCLIS files to ensure the Direct Homeownership Assistance projects are not in or adjacent to a hazardous waste site. Direct Homeownership Assistance activities may be located in a 100 year floodplain. In such instances, floodplain impacts must be addressed. The eight (8) step review process required by Executive Order 11988 will be performed if the project is located in a floodplain area. Executive Order 11988 directs Federally funded agencies to take certain steps: (a) to avoid to the extent possible the long and short term adverse impacts associated with the occupancy and modifications of the floodplains and (b) to avoid direct development within or modification of floodplains, wherever there is a practical alternative. Because Housing Rehabilitation Assistance activities maintain the health, welfare, and safety of citizens in existing floodplain areas, it has been determined that this activity within a floodplain is unavoidable. However, the Environmental Review staff should adhere to the following guidelines. 1. The extent of rehabilitation should not constitute a significant improvement that will affect the floodplain. 2. All property owners prior to receiving rehabilitation assistance must purchase flood insurance under the National Flood Insurance Program. 

	7
	
	Historic Preservation

	
	
	Staff will consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) on a case by case basis, to ensure that the Direct Homeownership Assistance project does not affect an endangered species of plants or animals or a critical habitat. 

	8
	
	Noise Abatement and Control

	
	
	If any proposed Direct Homeownership Assistance activities are located in the vicinity of hazardous operation involving explosives or flammable fuels or chemicals which exceed the standards and application of HUD Guidebook Siting of HUD Assisted Projects Near Hazardous Facilities, then appropriate mitigation measures will be taken in accordance with applicable HUD regulations. Environmental Review staff will consult with the City of Fredericksburg Fire Department on Hazardous Explosive or Flammable sites, if on-site review raises questions concerning the project. 

	9
	
	Wetlands Protection

	
	
	Direct Homeownership Assistance activities may be located in a 100 year floodplain. In such instances, floodplain impacts must be addressed. The eight (8) step review process required by Executive Order 11988 will be performed if the project is located in a floodplain area. Executive Order 11988 directs Federally funded agencies to take certain steps: (a) to avoid to the extent possible the long and short term adverse impacts associated with the occupancy and modifications of the floodplains and (b) to avoid direct development within or modification of floodplains, wherever there is a practical alternative. Because Housing Rehabilitation Assistance activities maintain the health, welfare, and safety of citizens in existing floodplain areas, it has been determined that this activity within a floodplain is unavoidable. However, the Environmental Review staff should adhere to the following guidelines. 1. The extent of rehabilitation should not constitute a significant improvement that will affect the floodplain. 2. All property owners prior to receiving rehabilitation assistance must purchase flood insurance under the National Flood Insurance Program. 


Supporting documentation 


APPENDIX A:  Site Specific Reviews

	Version 11.07.2012
	01/04/2016 10:40
	Page 5 of 8



image1.png




