
NHTSA Child Passenger 
Safety Seat Inspection 
Locations 

Susan Kirinich,  
Office of Government Affairs, Policy  
and Strategic Planning  
Carole Guzzetta, 
Office of Impaired Driving and  
Occupant Protection 

1 



What are Child Safety Seat 
Inspection Stations? 
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• A place where parents 
and caregivers can go to 
learn how to safely 
transport children by 
using the appropriate 
restraints (car seat, 
booster seat or seat belt)
  

• Staffed by certified child 
passenger safety 
technicians who will 
provide guidance and 
instruction on 
installation. 



Why is this necessary? 
• In 2013, motor vehicle crashes were the leading cause of death for 

children age 4, and the second leading cause of death for ages 3, 
and 5 to 14. 
 

• In passenger cars, child safety seats reduce the risk of fatal injury by 
71 percent for infants and by 54 percent for toddlers.  
 

• But ensuring that a safety seat is used correctly can be challenging.  
A recent NHTSA observational study found that an estimated 46 
percent of safety seats and booster seats were misused in the U.S.   
 

• Incorrect degree of incline, loose installation 
and improper lap belt positions were the  
most common problems.  This misuse could  
reduce the protection of the car seat or  
booster seat in the event of a crash.  
 

3 



Multiple factors must be taken 
into account 
• Ensuring the right seat for 

the right child can be 
complicated.   

• Factors such as age, height 
and weight of the child are 
important considerations. 

• Children can also grow out of 
safety seats.  A seat that fit 
fine six months ago may no 
longer be a good choice.    
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Inspection Stations… 
• Began in 2001 
• Search available by State 

or by zip code 
• Results in map form  

or as a list 
• Can search for Spanish-

speaking technicians 
• Thousands of stations 

around the country, 
including many rural 
areas 

• www.safercar.gov 
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Inspection Stations: Kansas 
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Contact Information 
• Susan Kirinich:  susan.kirinich@dot.gov 

Carole Guzzetta: carole.guzzetta@dot.gov 
 
To find inspection locations in your area, go to:  
www.safercar.gov and click on Parents Central. 
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