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What is the Section 6025 Strategic Economic & 

Community Development (SECD)?

• New requirement under 2014 Farm Bill 

• Sets aside up to 10% of USDA program funds under:

• Community Facilities

• Water and Environmental Programs

• Rural Business Development Grants

• Business & Industry Guaranteed Loans for…

…prioritizing projects that support the 

implementation of a multi-jurisdictional plan.



FY16 SECD Set-Aside Funds

Program
Program Level 

(PL)

Competition

Set Aside 

Percentage
6025 Set-Aside Remaining PL

National State Allocation

WEP Guaranteed 

Loan
$50,000,000 x 10% $5,000,000 $45,000,000

WEP Direct Loan $1,200,000,000 x 10% $120,000,000 $1,080,000,000

WEP Grant $344,943,000 x 5% $17,248,000 $327,695,000

B&I $919,765,166 x 5% $45,988,258 $873,776,908

CF Guaranteed 

Loan
$148,305,084 x 10% $14,830,508 $133,474,576

CF Direct Loan $2,200,000,000 x 5% $110,000,000 $2,090,000,000

CF Grant $25,000,000 x 10% $2,500,000 $22,500,000

RBDG $16,508,429 x 5% $868,863 $15,639,566

Total $316,435,629

• For FY16, SECD funds total over $300 million.

• Unobligated funds will go back to applicable program after June 

30th of Fiscal Year.



SECD Projects Funded in FY15

• Royalton, VT – (CEDs plan) Community Facility Grant for 
Emergency Equipment and System Upgrades to 
complement remodel and consolidation of Town Hall offices. 

• West Stewartstown, NH – (CEDs plan) Water System 
Improvement Grant to address public health & safety 
concerns from contamination in failing supply lines. 

• Springerville, AZ- (Multi-Community Plan) – RBDG-White 
Mountain Regional Medical Center- Feasibility study to 
expand internal daycare services to surrounding 
communities to support working families. 



Eligible Multi-Jurisdictional Plans



Who Has Regional Plans?

• Councils of Governments-Public and Non-Profit

• Regional Authorities

• State Agencies

• Coalitions of Counties, Towns, etc.

• Special Initiative Coalitions like Stronger Economies 
Together (SET), Promise Zones, Investing in 
Manufacturing Communities Partnership (IMCP), 
Sustainable Communities and Comprehensive 
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS)

A plan can also be a product of a non-profit organization 
serving multiple jurisdictions. 



USDA Placed Based Initiatives utilizing strategic planning





SECD Applicant Checklist



SECD

Score Sheet



• Supported Objectives – 10 pts

• Collaboration – 2 pts

• Resources – 2 pts

• Other Federal Agencies Investment – 2 pts

• Philanthropic Investment - 2 pts

• Performance Measures – 2 pts

Scoring of Regional Plans



CED Regional Coordinators

Southern Region:

• Gregory Dale Gregory.Dale@wdc.usda.gov

(202) 568-9558

Western Region:

• TBD

Midwest Region:

• Christine Sorensen Christine.Sorensen@wdc.usda.gov

(202) 568-9832

Northeast Region:

• Angela Callie Angela.Callie@wdc.usda.gov

(202) 568-9738

NEXT STEPS

Feel free to contact the Regional or State CED lead or your existing 

program contact to discuss accessing the SECD set-aside for your 

pending project.
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Changing the Approach: USDA’s Community 

Economic Development Team



Thank you!

Any Questions?


