
How to use the HUD Utility 
Schedule Model

Calculating utility allowances for HOME



Agenda

• HOME utility allowance requirements

• How to use the HUD Utility Schedule Model (HUSM)

• Demonstration of the HUSM

• Resources



Utility Allowance Requirement 
92.252(d)(1)

• A PJ must establish maximum monthly allowances for utilities 
and services (excluding telephone) and update the allowances 
annually. 

• A PJ must use the HUSM or otherwise determine the utility 
allowance for the project based on the type of utilities used at 
the project.



HOMEfires Vol. 13, No. 2 

• The UA requirement at §92.252(d) is applicable to all rental 
projects to which HOME funds were committed on or after 
August 23, 2013. 

• PJs are no longer permitted to use the utility allowance 
established by the local PHA. 

• If PJs choose not to use the HUSM, the UA must be established 
using a project-specific methodology. 



How the HUSM Works



Model Basics

• HUSM is based on DOE’s Residential Energy Consumption 
Survey (RECS)
– RECS provides the only available national data on actual home energy 

consumption

• The model provides consumption estimates tailored to local 
weather conditions

• The user supplies local utility prices (tariffs)  

• The model then produces utility schedules in the HUD 52667 
format and can produce utility allowances when tenant paid 
utilities are identified



Steps in Using the Model

• Select location based on zip code 

– This step automatically populates the local heating and cooling 
degree days (HDD/CDD) data

• Enter tariffs (utility rates) and taxes

– Note units of measurement before entering rates

• Enter building and unit characteristics

• Review utility schedule

• Review utility allowance for a particular unit



Tariffs

• Standard Electricity Utility Tariff

• Special Electric Heating, All Electric Tariff 

• Standard Natural Gas Utility Tariff

• Fuel Oil Delivery Contract

• Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) Delivery Contract

• Water Supply Tariff

• Sewer Tariff



HUSM Demonstration



Standard Electric Tariff

• Units of measure do not match the HUSM – convert cents to dollars.
• Combine distribution, generation and transmission rates for each rate 

block.



Electric Taxes

• Taxes/fees may be found in the tariff rate book. In this case, the utility tax is 
found in the Arlington County code, while consumption tax is in the State 
of Virginia code.



Standard Natural Gas Tariff

Convert cents 
to dollars



Natural Gas Taxes

• The natural gas utility tax in the Arlington County code and the consumption tax  in the 
State of Virginia code are both measured in CCFs. 

• The rate must be converted into $/therm.
• Conversion table: https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.cfm?id=45&t=8

https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.cfm?id=45&t=8


Water Supply and Sewer Tariff



Resources

• HOMEfires Vol. 13, No. 2: https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/HOMEfires-

Vol13-No2-Guidance-on-How-to-Establish-Utility-Allowances-for-HOME-Assisted-Rental-Units.pdf

• HUD User: https://www.huduser.gov/portal/resources/utilallowance.html

• HUSM 

– Web-based model: https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/husm/uam.html

– Excel-based model: https://www.huduser.gov/resources/UtilityModel/Utility_Model-Ver13i_813.xlsm

• Instructions: 
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/resources/UtilityModel/Instructions_HUDUtilityModel_Rev3.doc

• Conversion for units of measure: https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.cfm?id=45&t=8

https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/HOMEfires-Vol13-No2-Guidance-on-How-to-Establish-Utility-Allowances-for-HOME-Assisted-Rental-Units.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/resources/utilallowance.html
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/husm/uam.html
https://www.huduser.gov/resources/UtilityModel/Utility_Model-Ver13i_813.xlsm
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/resources/UtilityModel/Instructions_HUDUtilityModel_Rev3.doc
https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.cfm?id=45&t=8

