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Moderator Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for standing by. Welcome to the
Housing Counseling PHAs Conference Call. At this time, all participants
are in a listen-only mode. Later, we will conduct a question and answer

session. Instructions will be given at that time. [Operator instructions].

As a reminder, this conference is being recorded.

I’d like to now turn the conference over to our host, Ben Yanetta. Please

go ahead.
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Ben Thank you very much and thank you, all, for joining us today for this great
webinar on the HUD Housing Counseling Certification and its relationship
with Public and Indian Housing Programs. Before we get into the bulk of
the presentation, | just have a few things to go over with you, some

logistics for the webinar.

As mentioned, the audio is being recorded. Later on, we’ll be putting the
playback number for this audio along with the transcript and the
PowerPoint slides on our HUD Exchange page at the link you see on
screen. It usually takes us about 7 to 10 days to get those up there and it
will be notified through Jerry Mayer’s ListServ when that webinar has

been posted.

The training digest will be updated when the webinar is posted and the
handouts for the webinar, the presentation itself, is available through your
handout section of the webinar’s interface. If you just go over to the right

under handouts, you’ll be able to download a copy right there. Next slide.

We’re going to have a Q&A period at the end of today’s presentation.

The operator will give you instructions on how you can ask your questions
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over the phone lines, but we also have another way to ask questions, and
that’s on the next slide. You can always use the interface of the webinar
itself to type in your question. It will go into a queue and we are
monitoring that throughout the webinar. We’ll save all the questions until

the end of the presentation.

Later on, if you think of a question, you can always email
Housing.counseling@HUD.gov and if you put in the subject line of your
email, PIH or something related to this webinar, that’ll help us get it
routed to a subject matter expert to get your response even faster. Our

turnaround time on that email is pretty fast.

If you are entering the queue to ask a question over the line, we ask that
you please take your phone off speaker and keep your phone muted if
you’re not actually asking your question at that time. It just keeps some of

the background noise down.

The next slide is about the certificate of training that you will receive.
Everybody that logs into the webinar will receive an email in about 48
hours. The email says this is your certificate of training, it says thank you

for joining us. There is no attachment, the email itself is your certificate
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of training, so if you collect those things and you keep those for the CE

credits or anything, you can print that out and save it for your records.

You can also, once the webinar is posted to the HUD Exchange page, get
credit for viewing it by selecting the webinar after you search for it. You
select the webinar and you just hit click this to get credit for training. It
does require you to have a HUD Exchange username and account, but it
takes about five or ten seconds to sign up for that, so you can keep track of
your HUD training that you’ve received that way as well. That’s it for the

logistics.

At this time, I’d like to turn it over to Nancy West.

Good morning and good afternoon, everyone. Thank you for attending
today’s webinar. Before I get started, I would like to, on behalf of the
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development, thank you for joining
us today along with myself, who is representing the Office of Housing
Counseling and Anice Schervish Chenault, who is with public housing.
She is actually the Network Opportunity Agenda Liaison for the Family
Self-Sufficiency Program Manager, again with the Office of Public

Housing.
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Before | get started, Anice, would you like to address the Housing

Authorities that are with us today?

Sure, yes. Thanks for the opportunity. For the Housing Authority folks, I
just wanted to give you a real high level of what we’re talking about here.
Of course, we’re talking about housing counseling and the new
certification rules that are in place. This is going to apply differently to

each one of you and we’ll get into that in the presentation.

Some of you are doing housing counseling and are housing counseling
agencies, and in which case you’ll need to comply with the certifications.
Most of you, however, just refer to housing counseling or homeownership
counseling and in which case you’ll just need to be sure that you’re
referring to the agencies that are certified, once the new certifications go

into effect.

What | also asked the Housing Counseling Office to talk a little bit about
today was what housing counseling is, what it isn’t and how you can get
connected to the HUD Certified Housing Counseling Agencies in your

area because as you know, the Secretary has placed a high priority now on
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folks being able to leave public and assisted housing and move to the
market, and so we want to make sure that folks are able to do that in a safe
way and a sustainable way so the housing counseling is going to be a big

part of that.

Finally, there’s a little piece that’s special for FSS programs, which we’ll
get into, and if you all have questions on that, | can answer those too.

That’s it. Thanks for having me today.

Thank you, Anice. Let’s go ahead and get started. Why are we here?
Why is the Office of Housing Counseling here to do this presentation for
you? What we need for you to know is that if your public housing
authority provides housing counseling services as part of a HUD program,
or you participate in a public housing program that includes housing
counseling, you may be covered under HUD’s Final rule on housing

counselor certification.

This presentation is going to help you understand which programs are
covered and then the steps you need to take or can take to fulfill these

requirements.
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The agenda again, Anice had mentioned some of the things that we’re
going to cover, and again I’ll repeat. We’re going to cover the housing
counseling as an overview, the final rule on the housing counselor
certification, some of the Public and Indian Housing programs, complying
with that final rule, the HUD Housing Counseling Certification and then

resources and other information.

Now, [ will tell you, at the end of the presentation we’ll get into the
resources and some of the websites a little bit more in detail as opposed to
throughout the slides. We wanted to put them in one, easy accessible

place for you so they’re all at the end of the presentation.

Let’s start with the overview. What is housing counseling, specifically?
Housing counseling is independent, and that’s a key word, independent
expert advice customized to the need of the consumer to address the

consumer’s housing barriers and to help achieve their housing goals.

Now, when we state independence, that means housing counseling
agencies and counselors, there’s no steering involved. There’s no steering

to lenders, there’s no steering to real estate sales professionals, those types
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of folks. That is part of the housing counseling regulation. We need for

you to understand that it is, in fact, independent expert advice.

Housing counseling elements must include these five items. The five
items are intake and intake is really just a determination if an agency can
help. It includes client budget, it includes financial and housing
affordability analysis, an action plan except for reverse mortgage

counseling.

Now, an action plan are really the next steps, right? If the housing
counselor is working with the consumer, what are the next steps that either
the consumer needs to take, or the next steps the housing counselor needs
to take. For an example, maybe the consumer has some derogatory credit
that they need to take care of or need to address. That’s a step, that’s part

of that action plan.

Then, finally, reasonable effort to follow up with the client. If the client is
given this step, look we may be able to help you if you do this, we would
hope, we would want that housing counselor to follow up with that client.
Did you take care of that? Are we able to move to the next step? That’s

really what housing counseling is and what it’s all about.
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These are the services that housing counseling agencies provide. You can
see it’s a wide range of things. It could be anywhere from budgeting,
financial management. It could be pre-purchased home buying
counseling, group education, reverse mortgage. For FHA, on the FHA

mortgage, that’s the home equity conversion mortgage.

For the housing counseling agencies I know that are on today’s webinar, |
understand that there are some new proprietary reverse mortgage
programs out there that are quite different than FHAS, home equity

conversion mortgage.

There’s homelessness prevention, fair housing information and fraud
prevention, rental, mortgage default and delinquency and non-delinquency
post-purchase. Now, agencies do not need to provide all of these services.
An agency can specialize, it’s all contingent on how their plan to be a

housing counseling agency is arranged.

However, [ will tell you if there’s group education on home-buying, then
one of the requirements is, in fact, that there also be provided one-on-one

counseling to the consumer. Again, be aware that you don’t have to
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provide anything, everything, so the housing authorities that are on today’s
webinar, understand that if you’re only interested in doing group
education, then you might want to do that one-on-one counseling. You
don’t have to do all of these other things. It’s only when you’re providing
group counseling on home-buying that you’d have to do the one-on-one

counseling.

What is not housing counseling now? We told you what it is, now we’re
going to tell you what it’s not. What’s not housing counseling is: services
that provide only housing information or placements or referral services;
routine administrative activities, such as program eligibility
determinations, remember | talked about intake, so intake, case
management, anything that would be a routine administrative activity is
not housing counseling; case management that provides housing services
as incidental to larger case management, so the housing opportunities for
persons with AIDS, ESG and continuum of care and does not fund, none
of those fund housing counseling, then that’s not housing counseling;
there is housing advice and advocacy, when processing complaints or
filing complaints, that’s not housing counseling—you’re just assisting;
group education without those individualized services; and again, group

education on homebuyer education, that is required one-on-one but again,



HUD-US DEPT OF HOUSING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT
Host: Kristen Villalvazo

July 12, 2018/2:00 p.m. EDT

Page 11

HUD program specifics may allow for group education but not the actual

housing counseling piece of it.

For a public housing authority, you may be interested if you’re doing
group education, even though the HUD program doesn’t necessarily call
for it, you can either look at becoming a HUD approved housing
counseling agency and providing it or referring it to a HUD approved

housing counseling agency.

Group education is when education is provided for one or more people. It
could be classroom, online, conference call or some other delivery
method. If an agency only provides group education, it may not be
covered by this final rule as long as the housing counseling is not required
under or provided in connection with a specific HUD program. We’re
going to get into that, so I know it’s a little confusing, it’s a little difficult

at times to wrap your head around what we’re saying.

I know it was difficult to me for a while until | understood the differences
and got into it a little bit deeper and that’s what we’re here for you today,
is to try and get into that. The major differences from housing counseling

are that it’s not customized for an individual’s needs. When you’re
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working one-on-one, it’s a whole different story. A major difference,
again, is it does not offer financial analysis or helping the client with an
action plan. HUD approved housing counseling agencies must offer
counseling on those same topics as group education, so they’re required to

do both. That’s one of the distinctive differences.

I’'m going to now talk about the final rule for the housing counseling
certification, and | have to read this. This is a requirement that we make
sure that you’re aware of the final rule, where it can be found and what it’s

all about.

The final rule standardizes the definition of housing counseling and it
reads in part, any housing counseling, as defined in 24 Code of Federal
Regulations 5.100 required under or provided in connection with any
program administered by HUD shall be provided only by organizations
and counselors certified by the Secretary under 24 CFR Part 214 to
provide housing counseling consistent with 12 United States code 1701X.
I know it’s a lot so what we’re going to do is we’re now going to break it

down into plain English for you.
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The legislative changes to the statutory requirements are that housing
counseling required under or provided in connection with any program,
again, administered by HUD, including clients who are referred shall be
provided only by organizations and counselors that are certified by the

Secretary.

A HUD certified housing counselor is a housing counselor who has passed
the HUD certification examination and—that’s a big word—and works for
a HUD approved housing counseling agency. You can’t have one without
the other. They must be together. The effective date of the final rule takes

effect on August 1, 2020.

Now, we’re going to talk about Public and Indian Housing programs
specifically, and not all of them. That’s why we have Anice here, is to
answer some of the additional questions you may have on other programs

at the end of the presentation.

Required under or provided in connection with any program administered
by HUD means housing counseling is required by HUD, housing
counseling that is funded under HUD programs, housing counseling that is

required by a grantee or subgrantee of a HUD program as a condition of
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receiving that assistance, or a client shared by a HUD program is referred

to housing counseling.

We’re going to go through a few of the programs. The programs that we
are showing on this screen, this is not an all-inclusive list, and I’'m going
to provide you with where to find the list of other programs under Public
and Indian Housing. It’s a four-page document that’s housed on HUD

Exchange and again, I’'m going to give you those resources at the end of

the presentation.

There are some programs that are going to take some additional work,
which is covered in that four-page document. The programs, specifically,
that we’re going to talk about today are the Family Self-Sufficiency
Program, the Resident Opportunity Self-Sufficiency, and the Housing
Choice Voucher. Programs falling under covered programs are those that

require the use of a HUD certified counselor.

The first example, the Family Self-Sufficiency Program—under the notice
of funds availability, the NOFA, the NOFA allows for FSS coordinators to
provide home ownership counseling. If the home ownership counseling is

performed with the FSS funds, the coordinator must be a HUD certified
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housing counselor and the Public Housing Authority, a HUD approved

housing counseling agency.

Referrals by FSS coordinators must be made to agencies approved to
participate in HUD’s housing counseling program. To expand on that a
little bit, let’s say you’re not a HUD approved housing counseling agency,
the FSS coordinator is not a certified counselor, a referral can be made to a
HUD approved housing counseling agency that is going to utilize a
certified counselor within that agency. That’s the Family Self-
Sufficiency. We’re telling you, okay, you can do this, but if you don’t do

this, you’re going to have to do this.

Same thing with the Resident Opportunity Self-Sufficiency Program. The
ROSS NOFA does not cover ROSS service coordinator salaries for
directly providing housing counseling, therefore ROSS coordinators do
not need to become certified. However, when a ROSS service coordinator
refers a participant to housing counseling, the service coordinator must,
again, refer the participant to a HUD approved housing counseling agency

that has a HUD certified housing counselor or counselors.
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To talk about the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher for the home
ownership option, because you do have the home ownership option under
the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher, public housing authorities are not
required to become approved to participate in HUD’s Housing Counseling
Program, nor is the PHA staff required to become HUD certified
counselors unless the home ownership counseling is being provided

directly by the Public Housing Authority.

We go back, if you’re doing, then you must do. If not, then we’re going to
refer. After the final compliance date, the housing counseling provided to
families participating in the Housing Choice VVoucher Program with the
home ownership option must be conducted by a HUD certified housing
counselor working for an agency approved to participate in HUD’s

Housing Counseling Program.

Some of the key considerations as you’re listening to this. Does your
HUD program require housing counseling? Is housing counseling
provided in connection with your HUD program? Do you provide
housing counseling directly or do you refer clients to another agency for
housing counseling? Does your program or the program you’re

administering meet the definition of housing counseling?
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Those are the things you need to think about and we want you to think
about them now because 2020, it may seem like a long way away, but
there may be things that your agency needs to take care of now in
advance. If you’re considering becoming a HUD approved housing
counseling agency and getting some of the counselors certified or your

coordinators certified, starting sooner is better, obviously.

There are things that your organization may need to set up and arrange,
separate out duties, determine who’s going to do what, so again, while
2020 may seem like a long way out there, it may come up on you pretty

quickly. We just want you to be thinking about these.

| also want to remind you that housing counseling, the definition of
housing counseling includes financial analysis, budget, action plan,
referrals and follow ups so those are some additional considerations

moving forward.

How are you going to comply with this final rule now? You know that
you have until August 1, 2020 to comply. How are you goingto do it as a

Public Housing Authority?
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When programs you were involved with were mentioned, what does it
mean? Again, | said this earlier, housing counseling that is required under
or provided in connection with any program administered by HUD, shall
be provided only by organizations and counselors certified by the
Secretary. Housing counseling must be delivered by a HUD certified
housing counselor who has passed the HUD certification exam and works

for a HUD approved housing counseling agency.

Your options are applying to become a HUD approved housing counseling
agency. That’s option number one. Some of you, [ know. I saw some
familiar names and entities that are on today’s webinar that are already
HUD approved housing counseling agencies, so I’'m sure you’re familiar
with that. You’re probably here to learn more about the programs
affected, but for those of you that are not, it’s not that difficult as a Public
Housing Authority to also become—you’re almost there—to become a

HUD approved housing counseling agency.

You can join a HUD approved intermediary or state housing finance
agency as an affiliate. As | just mentioned, there are some state agencies

that ’'m familiar with on today’s webinar that are already HUD approved
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agencies, so you might want to reach out to your neighboring cities, your

neighboring states and see if there’s an affiliate you’d like to work with.

You could look at partnering with other HUD approved housing
counseling agencies in your area. You might find that easiest for the
housing authority you’re with. Maybe you’re a small housing authority,
maybe you’re a large one and you can’t handle the volume. That’s an
option for you too, is to partner with an existing housing counseling

agency.

That can be done by either informal or formal referral agreements and
there could be funding agreements involved. You could modify your
program to be compliant and finally, stop delivering housing counseling
services, which we know, and we remind over and over, August 1, 2020 is
the date that you must comply. If you don’t do any of the others, you will

have to stop delivering housing counseling services by August 1, 2020.

How do you become a HUD approved housing counseling agency? I'm
going to go through one of the links, again that I have toward the end of

the presentation, that is going to give you a little bit more—you don’t need
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to be afraid of it. It’s probably easier than you think, and we have

resources available to help you walk through this step.

The qualifying criteria is, a HUD approved housing counseling agency, in
order to become one, must have a non-profit status or be a state or local
government. You must have one-year experience providing housing
counseling, you must have one year of operation in the proposed

geographic service community.

Well, of course, as a Public Housing Authority, you’re within your
geographic community. If that’s who you intend to serve, you’ve
obviously satisfied that if you’ve been operating for at least a year, and of

course, you have sufficient counseling resources.

Let’s talk about eligibility. We’ve made it really easy for you. I went
through the few things that you need. We have an online tool for those of
you that are considering or will consider becoming a housing counseling
agency, and it’s an eligibility tool. It walks you, as an agency, through the

required criteria for HUD housing counseling agency approval.
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What’s really nice about the website is when you open it up, first of all—
well, let me step back just a minute. You have to register in order to
access the tool. Registration, though, is free. There’s no charge. Once
you’re in the website, it walks you, as an agency, through the required

criteria for HUD counseling approval.

It’1l bring up different criteria and if you’re unsure, or you want to know
more about what that criteria is, you can click on any of those topics to
learn more about it, so it’1l Kick in in further depth. It’ll take you as far
down as you need to go. It also includes educational materials on
becoming a HUD approved housing counseling agency and it provides

applicants with a user report to follow up on your next steps.

We’ve tried to make it easy for those of you that are interested in

becoming a HUD approved housing counseling agency. Let’s talk about
now the HUD housing counselor certification because there are some of
you that either are currently HUD approved housing counseling agencies

or will be considering becoming one.

The housing counseling certification is a two-step process. The counselor

will have to take and pass, you just don’t take it, you have to pass it, take
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and pass the HUD certified housing counselor exam. In addition, and
that’s where that and word came in, where I said that little word meant a
lot. Not only must they take and pass the HUD certified counselor exam,
but their employment must also be verified by a HUD approved housing
counseling agency that they are an employee for that agency. You’re not
certified unless you’re also working for a HUD approved housing

counseling agency.

Housing counselors may be certified by multiple HUD approved housing
counseling agencies. Each agency that a counselor works for that has
taken and passed the exam must both or all verify employment. Once a
housing counseling agency certified counselor leaves the employment of

that counseling agency, they’re no longer certified.

Now, that doesn’t mean that you have to take the test again. Once you
take the test and you pass, that’s it, but the certification goes with the
agency they work for. That little word turns into a big deal. Again, not
only must they take and pass but they must also be employed by a HUD

approved agency.
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The exam itself may be taken online or at a proctoring center. The test is
available currently in English and Spanish. Again, a counselor only needs
to pass the certification examination once. We have provided, on the
HUDhousingcounselor.com website, training modules and practice exams.
We cannot recommend enough or strong enough or hard enough that
everyone or anyone interested in taking the examination review all the
modules that we’ve made available, not just a few of them, because
contained in all of those modules are different pieces of the puzzle and just
by reviewing, just by taking the time and going through them, that one
piece of puzzle may make a difference in passing or failing that exam, and
we want you to pass. We want you to pass that exam. We want you to be

successful, we want housing counselors that we can certify.

Understand too, that one of the nice things about this is we don’t have any,
and under the final rule, there are no continuing education requirements.
Once you take it and pass it, you’re done. We also have online, that’s not
on one of these slides but I’ll get to it again, we have a resource for you
that’s called Review Before You Go. Review Before You Go are things
you should know about prior to taking the exam, prior to even registering
for the exam. Again, the Office of Housing Counseling wants counselors

to be successful in passing the exam the first time around. Registering for
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and to take the examination is also done through the

HUDhousingcounselor.com website.

Current registration examination fees, if you’re doing it online, is $60. If
you go to a proctoring center, it will be $100. An exam taker could take
the test multiple times, if necessary, to pass the exam, however understand
that each time your test is taken, the fee must be paid as well. If you have
to take it three times to pass it, and you’re doing it at a proctoring center,
that’s going to cost you $300, that’s if you did it between now and

September 30", which is the next bullet point.

The cost for registering in the examination may change after September
30" of this year. We do not know. Right now, HUD is assisting in the
examination fees, however we don’t know if that will continue after
September 30". For those of you that have not tested yet, we do
recommend that if you can review the modules, study the modules,
understand and register and take the test before September 30", we do

recommend it.

Now, we’re going to talk about resources and other information. We have

a frequently asked questions web page and there are answers to most of
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your questions about the housing counselor certification and the
certification process available as a searchable database or PDF format, and
that is on the HUD Exchange. We’ve provided you with the website, I’'m

not going to read it to you.

Some of the frequently asked question topics for Public and Indian
Housing programs cover the Housing Choice VVoucher, rental program,
Family Self-Sufficiency Program, Resident Opportunity Self-Sufficiency
Program, public housing home ownership. You can see, we have a lot of

items that are available to answer many of your questions.

There’s the conversion of distressed public housing to tenant-based
housing. So | mentioned, when we talked about some of the programs
earlier, those were just a sample of three programs. There are more
programs that fall under Public and Indian Housing that may, in fact,

require housing counseling.

The HUD Exchange is where the Office of Housing Counseling holds
most of the information for the public, so you’ll find our press releases and

federal register notices there. There’s a list of the HUD programs.
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Remember, I talked about the list of the HUD programs. You’re going to

find that four-page document here on the HUD Exchange.

It’1l chart key provisions and dates. You can subscribe to The Bridge,
which is the Office of Housing Counseling newsletter. We provide
updates, we provide tips, we provide a wealth of information. We provide
stories, we provide other housing counseling agencies or counselors or
homebuyers. There’s a wealth of information in that newsletter. We also

have toolkits and program models available for you to view and access.

Again, you’ll find the Office of Housing Counseling at
HUDExchange.info/counseling, the counselor training and testing website
is going to be at HUDhousingcounselors.com. Ben mentioned at the
beginning of the presentation, if you have any questions specific to the
Office of Housing Counseling, or to schedule a housing counseling agency
application review, let’s say you go back and you go through that resource
that takes you through applying to become a housing counseling agency,

and you’re to a point now where you’re ready to apply.

You need help, or you need some final assistance, email us at

Housing.counseling@HUD.gov. In the subject line, just put agency
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application and someone within the Office of Housing Counseling will get
back with you within a day or two to go over whatever follow-up

questions that you may have regarding finalizing your application.

Lorraine, I have Lorraine Griscavage Frisbee with me who’s with the
Office of Housing Counseling as well. She is the Deputy Director of our
Office of Capacity Building and Outreach and | would like for her to add
any other information that maybe | went over a little bit too fast, anything
else that she feels is important for you to know and Lorraine and I will
both be on to answer questions as well after we turn it back to Anice for a

little bit.

Lorraine, do you have anything to add to what I’ve provided?

Well, thank you very much, Nancy, for giving me the opportunity and |
also welcome, everyone, for taking time out of their busy day to join us
today. I think the most critical element of today’s PowerPoint is what
Nancy stressed, that we do not want you to wait until July 2020 to
consider if, in fact, the Final rule in housing counselor certification applies

to you.
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We actually do have some housing authorities that are already
participating in our housing counseling program and they are working
towards getting their counselors certified. We’ve heard from some other
ones that are interested in joining the program. As Nancy said, if that’s an
option for you, you definitely need to have time to put a program together

and get that one-year experience before you apply.

If you’re going to choose other options, you also need to consider those
and consider reaching out to potential partners in your community, if you
want to do referrals. Again, the message is please think about this now,

think about your compliance, and also get your questions answered.

Thank you and I’m going to turn it back to Anice.

Okay. | can answer any questions. 1 also just wanted to highlight that one
of the things that | was hoping to do through this email is just to highlight
to PHAs that there are HUD certified housing counseling agencies out
there and actually, hopefully after this rule, there will be more HUD

certified housing counseling agencies out there.
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The PHAs, if you don’t want to go through the process of becoming
certified because of housing counseling or home ownership counseling is
not the meat and potatoes of what you do, that | would encourage you to
reach out to the housing counseling agencies in your area and establish
those connections so that you can refer folks over there to let those folks
be the experts of that and help you with helping residents to be able to

move along that spectrum.

You can find the HUD approved housing counseling agencies, let’s see,
on HUD Exchange. There’s a longer link but does anybody have a quick
way to tell folks how to find that list of approved—right here, the top one

right here, right? HUDExchangeinfo/counseling?

Yes, and they could also search, find a HUD approved housing counselor.

Great, so totally easy, just use your Google search because a lot of housing
authorities that we’ve talked to, some of you all may have very robust
residence services departments and may do a lot of this in-house but |
know a lot of folks say, we’re barely hanging on keeping our units up as it
is. We don’t really have the time or resources to be providing this kind of

information let alone getting certified.
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To that, we say great. That’s just fine. There are experts out there so the
next role would be to be finding those and making sure that residents are
getting good information. One of the things that we actually saw, and I’'m
sure the Housing Counseling Office can speak to this more, but for folks
during the housing crisis, the foreclosure crisis, the folks that actually
went through home ownership services at HUD certified housing
counseling agencies actually had very, very low rates of foreclosures
because they got good information and they weren’t at some predatory
lender who was just trying to get them into a house, any house. They were
actually working with folks who were trying to make sure that they got

into homes that they could afford for the long run.

Then, the other piece is just again, if you do provide these services at your
housing authority, it is now critical that you do get certified and that your
housing authority becomes certified and this applies very specifically to
FSS coordinators because there used to be, way back in the day, some of

you all remember, there was an FSS home ownership program.

We don’t have a specific FSS home ownership program anymore but

there’s a legacy and because of that, FSS was actually specifically named
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in this rule when it came out, so there’s a small provision within the FSS
NOFA, usually FSS coordinators cannot provide services directly, but the

one thing that they can do is home ownership or housing counseling.

If you do do that, you now must be certified, and if you were to continue
to provide housing counseling without certification after that deadline
date, you would not only be in violation of the housing counseling rules
and certification rules, but also then of your FSS funding. 1 just wanted to

reiterate that and make that clear.

Beyond that, I'm happy to take any questions that might have come up.

Robin, do we have any questions before we go to the phone lines?

Yes, we do have one. I have a question here and it’s from a homeless

intensive case manager and they want to know if they need to get this

certification. They work for a HUD approved agency that provides HUD

counseling.

Lorraine, what do you think?



Lorraine

Nancy

Robin

Lorraine

HUD-US DEPT OF HOUSING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT
Host: Kristen Villalvazo

July 12, 2018/2:00 p.m. EDT

Page 32

Yes, absolutely. If you are already in our housing counseling program,
either directly approved by HUD or part of an intermediary or state
housing finance agency network, then you definitely need to get certified

by August 1, 2020.

Robin?

Sorry about that. If someone is ready to take the housing counseling

certification exam, where would they need to go?

That’s a very good question and HUDhousingcounselors.com, which we
provided in the webinar, that is your gateway to both free online training,
a downloadable study guide, a free practice exam and to register for the
exam. | did notice we had a couple of written in questions with a little bit

of confusion on that September 30" date.

Our testing is going to continue after September 30, 2018. The price may
change, the testing is going to be available. When you go to the website,
you have the option of selecting the proctoring times that work for you as
long as there’s a proctor available. When you register, and you pay for the

fee, you first of all need to indicate are you going to take it online?
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In other words, it’s going to be through your own equipment or are you
going to physically go to a proctoring center. Now, it’s really important to
note, if you are going t