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What is Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH)?

 The Fair Housing Act
 Sale, rental, and financing of dwellings, 

and other real estate related transactions
 Protected Characteristics:

• Race, color, religion, sex, national 
origin, familial status, and disability

 Requires recipients of federal funds to 
affirmatively further fair housing (AFFH)



What is The Obligation to Affirmatively Further Fair Housing (AFFH)?

Fair Housing 
Compliance

Foster inclusive 
communities

Eliminate 
barriers that 

restrict access 
to opportunity

Take 
meaningful 
actions

Overcome 
patterns of 
segregation



The Role of Disability Stakeholders in Fair Housing Planning

Community 
Engagement with 

Disability 
Stakeholders 
Informs AFFH 

Policy and 
Practice

Disability Stakeholders

Individuals with disabilities

Advocacy groups who fight for 
disability rights

Centers for Independent Living, Protection & 
Advocacy Agencies, Area Agencies on Aging



The Need For AFFH For Individuals With Disabilities

Fair Housing Complaints Filed in 2019

61.7%

 In FY 2019, 61.7% (4,769) of the total 
7,729 filed fair housing discrimination 
complaints were based on disability and 
a failure to make reasonable 
accommodations.



The Need For AFFH For Individuals With Disabilities

The impact of 
“[un]justified institutional 
isolation of persons with 
disabilities” 
as a form of 
discrimination –
Olmstead v. L.C.

Official White House Photo by Pete Souza, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons



The Need For AFFH For Individuals With Disabilities

COVID-19 Deaths in the U.S. as of June 2021

31%
 31% of COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. as 

of June 2021, were older adults, those 
with disabilities, and caregivers in 
institutional & congregate care settings

Nursing Homes Experienced Steeper Increase In COVID-19 Cases and Deaths in August 2021 Than the 
Rest of the Country | KFF

https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/nursing-homes-experienced-steeper-increase-in-covid-19-cases-and-deaths-in-august-2021-than-the-rest-of-the-country/


The Need For AFFH For Individuals With Disabilities
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The Need For AFFH For Individuals With Disabilities

Fewer than 5% 
of housing units are livable 
for individuals with 
moderate mobility 
difficulties, while 

Less than 1%
are accessible to people 
who use a wheelchair full 
time.



The Need For AFFH For Individuals With Disabilities
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Likelihood of Having Inadequate Transportation

31%

13%

Affects:
 access to health care services
 grocery stores
 education
 employment opportunities



Application of the AFFH Mandate

AFFH primary focus on racial 
integration from 1968 - 1980s

1988 Fair Housing Act 
amendments connects 
disability to AFFH mandate



The AFFH & Integration Mandates

Housing

Accessibility and 
Affordability 

Access to Community-
Based Supportive 

Services

Integration within 
Housing Developments

Integration

Access to HUD and 
other subsidized 

programs

Plans and Procedures

Institutional Transition 
and Diversion



A Brief History of HUD’s Implementation of AFFH

1996-2015 2015-2017 Present Future

Analysis of 
Impediments 
to Fair 
Housing 
Choice (AI)

Assessment of 
Fair Housing 
(AFH)

Flexible
Fair Housing 
Planning 
Activities

HUD to 
Propose New 
Planning 
Scheme



Flexible Fair Housing Planning Activities

HUD’s 2021 Interim Final Rule 
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Flexible Fair Housing 
Planning Activities 

Conduct an Analysis to 
Impediments to Fair Housing 

Choice (AI)

Conduct an Assessment of
Fair Housing (AFH)

Other means of Fair Housing 
Planning that meaningfully 
supports the certification 



What is a Fair Housing Issue?

A fair housing issue is defined as: 
 Any actions, omissions, or decisions taken because 

of race, color, religion, sex, disability, familial status, 
or national origin which restrict housing choices or 
the availability of housing choices

 Any actions, omissions, or decisions which have the 
effect of restricting housing choices or the 
availability of housing choices on the basis of race, 
color, religion, sex, disability, familial status, or 
national origin



Impediment 
Examples

What is a Fair Housing Issue?

“Not in My Backyard” (NIMBYism)

Land Use and Impact of Zoning Laws/Policies

Transportation

Modification Dollars

Schools

Health Care

Grocery Stores

Environmental Hazards



Mapping and Community Engagement

Disability by Publicly Supported Housing Programs Category



Considerations for Fair Housing Planning

Housing 
Accessibility 

Considerations

Affordability

Range of 
Unit Size

Common 
Area Access

Racially  
Ethnically 

Concentrated 
Areas of Poverty 

(RE/CAP)



Considerations for Fair Housing Planning

Housing 
Accessibility 

Considerations

Policy & Practice

Access to 
Desired
Housing & 
Transportation

Targeted 
Housing 

Assistance



Considerations for Fair Housing Planning

What to 
Examine

Housing 
Availability

Barriers to 
integrated, 

community-
based 

housing

Local 
& State 
Policies



Considerations for Fair Housing Planning

Examine efforts to transition
individuals with disabilities to

integrated settings

Examine the State’s Money 
Follows the Person program & 

other state programs

Include the state’s efforts to transfer 
individuals with disabilities to 
integrated, community-based settings

Disability stakeholders can review 
partnerships between state & local 
housing agencies (and other agencies)



Considerations for Fair Housing Planning

• Examination of the processes for 
persons with disabilities to request and 
obtain reasonable accommodations and 
accessibility modifications 

• What about achieving homeownership
experienced by persons with disabilities 
and by persons with different types of 
disabilities in the jurisdiction and 
region?

Are There 
Disparities in 

Access to 
Opportunity?

Government 
Services

Jobs & Job 
Programs

Healthcare 
Services

Transportation

Public 
Infrastructure

Proficient 
Educational 

Programs



Setting Goals in the Fair Housing Planning Process

How does the goal address the identified 
fair housing issues?

Have metrics, milestones, responsible parties, 
and timelines been included for achieving 
results?

How does the goal address the identified 
contributing factors and related fair 
housing issues?



Setting Goals in the Fair Housing Planning Process

Specific
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Setting Goals in the Fair Housing Planning Process

Consider including identified goals in strategies, actions, and funding priorities established 
in your community’s Consolidated Plan and Public Housing Authority plan

Strategies Actions Funding Priorities



The Future of Fair Housing Planning

Forthcoming 
Notice of 
Proposed 

Rulemaking

Listen to 
Members of the 

Community

Provide More 
Comprehensive 

Disability-
Related Data

Integrate 
Disability 

Throughout 
Analysis 

Streamline 
Analysis and 

Reduce 
Burden 

Greater 
Emphasis on Goals 

and Achieving 
Material Positive 

Change



Questions?



Thank you!



Fair Housing Planning Resources

• Resources
• HUD’s AFFH Webpage: hud.gov/AFFH
• HUD’s Data and Mapping Tool (AFFH-T)
• AFFH Rule Guidebook
• Fair Housing Planning Guides: Vol. 1 and Vol. 2
• Effective Communication: Effective Communication | HUD.gov / U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development (HUD)
• ACL’s Disability Network: ACL Network
• ACL Website

• Technical Assistance
• In connection with the AFFH interim final rule, HUD will provide training and technical 

assistance for HUD program participants who wish to engage in fair housing planning.
• For general inquiries about AFFH, email: AFFH@hud.gov

http://www.hud.gov/AFFH
https://egis.hud.gov/affht
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/FHEO/documents/AFFH-Rule-Guidebook.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/FHPG.PDF
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/FHEO/documents/Fair-Housing-Planning-Guide_Vol_2_May_1996.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/effective_communication
https://acl.gov/programs/aging-and-disability-networks
https://acl.gov/
mailto:AFFH@hud.gov
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